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UoB VC Dr. Naeem
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President Arif Alvi

25 million 
out of school

children still await
IK attention

University of Okara an
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HeC advises universities
to abide by guidelines

HeC has advised the universities to ensure ad-
herence to its guidelines for the launch of doctor
of physical therapy (dpt) degree programme.
in a letter addressed to Vice Chancellors and
Rectors of all public and private sector universi-
ties, HeC has reiterated that national Curricu-
lum Review Committee has approved the dpt
curriculum and recommended that dpt can only
be taught in universities which have relevant
faculty, infrastructure, required and laboratories. 

govt taking steps to bring
innovation in education
sector: Shafqat

ISLAMABAD: Minister for education and
professional training, Shafqat Mahmood says
the government is taking effective measures
to bring innovation in education sector
through utilizing information technology.

Higher education to be
revamped: Raja Yasir

LAHORE: : punjab Minister for Higher education
Raja Yasir Humayun has said that the
government is focusing on development of the
higher education sector according to the
international standard.

pakistan using n-energy
positively: dr. aslam

university of Management and technology Rector
dr. Muhammad aslam contributed in building up
the nuclear arsenal of the country.  However, he
emphasized more on the positive aspects of
nuclear sciences. 
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BY DR. AR SAJID

T
he Punjab government could not
manage to post permanent vice
chancellors (VCs) in 17 public sector
universities many of which are

without regular VCs for the last one year.
Secretary Higher Education Department
moved a summary for approval of criteria
from the Punjab Cabinet, however, to date
the issue is pending forcing the universities
to work on ad-hoc basis creating serious
problems of governance in varsities. 
The students, faculty and administration of
these institutions are facing serious
problems due to unavailability of vice
chancellors. These universities include:
1.   Lahore College for Women’s University;
2. Information Technology University

(ITU) Lahore;
3. UET, Lahore.
4. Government College University, Faisalabad,
5. Government College for Women’s

University of Faisalabad;
6. Islamia University Bahawalpur
7. Cholistan University of Veterinary and

Animal Sciences;
8. PMAS-Arid Agriculture University of

Rawalpindi;
9. Punjab Tianjin University of Technology;

10. Government College for Women’s
University of Sialkot;

11. University of Agriculture of Faisalabad;
12. University of Engineering and

Technology of Taxila;
13. University of Gujrat,
14. University of Home Economics of Lahore;
15. University of Narowal;
16. Women’s University of Multan;
17. Bahauddin Zakariya University Multan

The Lahore college for women university
is working without regular VC for the last
two years while Dr. Tahir Amin of BZU

Multan resigned after the Higher Education
Department moved a summary of his
removal for remaining absent from the
university and making a number of
appointments and postings against rules

and regulations.
Interviews for VC of ITU Lahore were

conducted by the search committees and list
of top three recommended candidates was
sent to Chief Minister Sardar Usman
Buzdar who has been told to scrape the file
and start fresh recruitment as
recommended candidate Dr. Umar Saif was
a blued-eye officer of former chief minister
Shahbaz Sharif.  However, Prof Dr Zakria
Zakar and Prof. Dr. Shahid Munir have
been appointed as first VCs of University of
Okara and University Jhang respectively.

Six vice chancellors completed their four-year
tenures during the current year. These include
Prof. Dr. Naureen Aziz Qureshi of the
Government College for Women University,
Faisalabad, Prof. Dr. Farhat Saleemi of the
Government College for Women University,
Sialkot, Prof Dr Mohammad Ali of the
Government College University, Faisalabad,
Prof. Dr. Qaiser Mushtaq of the Islamia
University Bahawalpur and Prof. Dr. Fazal
Ahmed Khalid of the UET, Lahore. 

The major cause for delay in the matter is
government’s plan to implement Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) model which is quite
successful there for the last five years.

17 universities
without VCs

in Punjab

There are around
700 colleges including 

116 commerce colleges in
the province and 270

of these  working
without regular principals

pu clinches team trophy and Rs 100,000 cash award in 2nd the educationist all pakistan Co-curricular Competitions 2018.  -Story and pics on  page 06 
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BY MUHAMMAD EHSAAN & HOORIA BUTT

THE EDUCATIONIST: What are the basic
changes that we need in our education system
and do teachers ought to have some change in
their teaching methods as well?
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: Teachers are not playing
their role properly in their field and the basic
reason is that they are not appointed on merit.
Rather they are appointed on political basis.
Teachers must give their students a confidence
to explore more & more. Always remember
principles are important and unfortunately we
as society don’t follow principles in any field.
We lack heavy weight leadership in every field.
We need changes in our courses because they
are not good enough. For the betterment of
education we need a good course so that our
students can help themselves to increase their
mental abilities. 
THE EDUCATIONIST: What is the biggest
reason of depression in youth and do you
think that Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan is dealing with this?
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: When it comes to youth,
there are two major problems due to which
our youth is not satisfied. First is our system
and the other is teachers. Our teachers are
not playing their role properly. Teachers must
provide them proper guidance.

If we talk about Human Rights (HRCP)
then our youth is not interested in it at all.

We select 31 boards of governors from all
over Pakistan after every 3 year and there is
no representation of youth at all. The reason
why there is no representation of youth in
HRCP that is the religious might in our
society because they think we are preaching
west’s agenda.

HRCP was formally launched in 1984 but
many people had been working even before
its launch without any name of "Human
Rights Commission". There were some
politicians, lawyers and teachers who
worked for the well-being of humanity.
Student unions are very important for
youth but no government took any
adequate step to restore student unions.
One of my students, happened to be the
prime minister of Pakistan. He asked me
"what should I do?" and I suggested him to
restore the student unions. In his very first
address he did give the policy statement
about restoring the unions but there was no
implementation later on.
THE EDUCATIONIST: What is the
procedure if someone needs help from
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan?
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: There is a complaint cell
in HRCP, we always work on the bigger
issues and for small issues we mostly
recommend it to the concerned government
department along with our comments /
suggestions.
THE EDUCATIONIST: We see so many
news channels, what do you think about
them, are they really up to the mark?
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: In my opinion
newspapers are much better than these
news channels because in newspapers there
is a news editor who is responsible for news
and the editor is responsible for the news
and policy overall, but in news channels
there is no sense of gate keeping. Most of
the channel owners don’t even know about
the term gate keeping. This is the biggest
reason why journalism is not up to the
mark in news channels. The second
important thing is there is no awareness

about the defamation laws so no one is
afraid of saying anything about anyone. 
THE EDUCATIONIST: What is your
opinion about newspapers and the content /
material they publish?
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: There are two types of
newspapers. One is the daily newspapers and
they have a very large circulation and the
other one is quality newspaper. Quality
newspaper doesn’t have large circulation but
people wait for them. There was a time when
we have good journalism, Kohistan was the
first newspaper in Punjab and after some
time some members of Kohistan team
started their own newspaper "Mashal" in
1963. Likewise "Imroze" was a quality
newspaper in urdu. We have all progressive
writer movement members in Punjab public
library on that time. 
THE EDUCATIONIST: Afew days back , Dr.
Mugees ud din sheikh has launched a book in
which he did not talk good about you; how
would you see it?
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: It’s completely okay. It’s
their opinion and everyone has a right to
have an opinion. He was member of jamat e
islami and I am not a very religious person.
That is why he always tries such tactics.
Mugees ud din was appointed as a teacher
through jamiyat. When he was in Punjab
University he tried 3 to 4 times to drive me
out but high court always saved me.

I don’t think so that we should use religion
for our political matters. For me religion is
personal matter of every individual. I believe

in Jinnah’s vision which he gave in his
censored speech that religion is personal
matter of faith for every individual.
THE EDUCATIONIST: Your opinion about
minority rights?
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: I think we must give all
the rights to minorities which we have as a
citizen of Pakistan. I want to follow Jinnah’s
vision and Jinnah said this many times that
"all citizens of Pakistan will have equal
rights". Religion has nothing to do with
politics, you may be a Muslim, you may be a
non-Muslim it has nothing to do with politics
or political purpose. But unfortunately in our
society the religious might is very strong and
without their permission nothing happens in
our society. I am a teacher that’s why I am
optimistic about things. I always talked to my
students that you are the people who can
bring the change.
THE EDUCATIONIST: What is your
message to the youth ? 
Dr. Mehdi Hasan: I always give this
message that every young person must read
the speech of Jinnah of 11th august 1947.
That speech is actually the vision of Jinnah.
For me the secret of Pakistan’s progress is
hidden in that speech. But unfortunately
that speech was censored by the
establishment. Some people have also tried
to revive that speech with the help of a
German NGO in 1995. Our youth don’t
know about Jinnah .We must tell them the
truth because right to know is fundamental
right of everyone. g

Why we lack leadership in every field?
We need changes in curriculum to improve students mental abilities: Dr. Mehdi
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Earlier, while commenting on the matter,
Provincial Minister for Higher Education
Raja Yasir Humayun Sarfraz tweeted,
“People concerned about vacant VC posts.
Please rest assured we are coming up with a
transparent policy (similar to the one in
KP) and will nominate a high profile search
committee to appoint the best possible VCs
in all those universities by the end of the
year”. On November 20, an eight-member
committee had already submitted its
recommendations to the Punjab
government to finalise matters related to
search committee and selection criteria for
posting VCs in the Punjab province.

According to the proposed criteria,
academic qualification carries maximum
30 points. A candidate holding a PhD from
top 100 QS ranked universities will earn
30 points, 101-300 universities 28 points,
301-500 universities 26 points and other
HEC recognized universities or UNESCO
listed universities 24 points. There are also
marks for professional and leadership
experience, international experience,
publications and interviews.

Furthermore, colleges are also waiting for
principals’ appointments, as around 270
colleges of Punjab are without permanent
heads although government had promised
to fill the 130 positions of the principals in
the province under its 100-day agenda and
sought applications.

There are around 700 colleges including
116 of commerce in the province and 270
of these have been working without regular
principals.

Moreover, posts of chairmen of seven

boards of intermediate and secondary
education in the province, lying vacant for
the last half and a year.

PHEC is also working without head as
Dr. Nizamuddin retired on December 15,
2018 after completion of his four year
tenure. Secretary HED is the acting head.
The Criteria for selection of PHEC
chairman has been finalized with Dr. Ataur
Rehman heading the search Committee for
PHEC.

Federation of All Pakistan Universities
Academic Staff Association President Prof
Dr. Mehboob Hussain demanded
immediate appointment of VCs. In this
regard he stated that universities are being
run without regular VCs due to which
numerous academic and administrative
problems are being faced by them. He said
the government should give autonomy to
the universities and not delay
appointments of regular VCs and registrars
in universities.

Punjab Minister for Higher Education
Raja Yasir Humayun Sarfraz said that the
Higher Education Department has
finalized the criteria for VCs eligibility and
selection, and the summary was sent to the
Chief Minister for approval. He said the
names of the Search Committees members
have also been finalized and a notification
will be issued after CM’s approval. Raja
said that the vacancies of VCs would be
properly advertised in and outside the
country to search for the best candidates.  

Regarding college principals’
appointment, the minister said the process
has been initiated as 500 candidates
applied for 105 vacant posts and their
interviews have been conducted. g

17 universities
without VCs in Punjab

Ehsaan, Dr. Mehdi and Hooria 
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“W
e at uo are focusing on establishing strong
institutional foundations based on the
internalization of high ethical values such as
honesty, merit-based competition, critical

inquiry and academic freedom. We emphasize on
institutionalized inculcation of ethical values which are
eventually embodied into the behavior patterns of students.
We are striving to make the university a locus of academic
power by introducing creativity through research and
innovation through cross fertilization of ideas. university of
okara is a strong community of scholars and hub of scientists
who are committed to their knowledge and scholarship. this
university will eventually turn into such an institution which
has the capacity to empower the civilization to face the
challenges of present, immediate and distant future by
carefully and artfully learning from the past; connecting the
past with the present and creating a wonderful future.

there are about 187 universities already existing in pakistan. in
the presence of such a handsome number, why to establish a new
university such as okara university? if okara university has to
focus on textbook-based classroom teaching and routine
laboratory based work to meet the curriculum requirements and
then give a degree, it is merely a wastage of resources. From its
very inception, okara university aspires to go beyond the routine
recycling and reproduction of knowledge through routine lecture-
based classroom teaching. this university strives to develop
critical thinking and inquisitive capabilities of students to create
new knowledge and provide solutions to chronic social, economic
and ecological problems being faced by pakistan.” 

Prof. Dr. Zakria Zakar
(presidential pride of performance)

Cultures differ and cultures collide but each culture contains piles
of knowledge and the infinite cycle of learning demands you to
keep digging into different cultures. the purpose of the global

village is never fulfilled only if we are remotely connected through
the sophisticated means of communication; it demands a
thorough understanding of one another. this emphatic approach
is what we call multiculturalism or celebrating the differences. 
the Vice Chancellor of university of okara prof. dr. Zakria Zakar,
with his vast and deep insights of cultural studies, has a real
understanding of how to integrate and connect his students and
faculty with international scientific and scholarly community.
this is why he invited an erudite german Scholar Mr. peter-Josef
Boeck to his university.  
Mr. Boeck, during his three-week visit to okara university from
mid of october to early november, delivered a number of lectures
and held interactive sessions and seminars with the faculty and
students of the uo. the basic purpose of this interaction was to
initiate cross-cultural dialogues and provide the uo fellas an
opportunity to learn the basics of the german language, history,
culture and explore the possibilities of study scholarships in
different german universities. 
Mr. Boeck was the first foreigner to visit the university since its
inception and the credit goes to dr. Zakar who is keen on the
capacity building and professional training of his faculty
particularly and the students in general. 
at the end of the three-week program, certificates were also
distributed among the participants. Mr. Boeck enjoyed his time at
the campus and greatly appreciated the efforts of the VC towards
the rapid development of the university. 

Sensing the needs and tendencies of the local students, the VC
is introducing a full-fledged School of Law at university of
okara. this School will be offering high quality education in
cheap prices. the advertisement for hiring of the highly
qualified faculty has already been released and dr. Zakar aims
at bringing in the best and well-versed teachers so that the
students hailing from the vicinities can avail an international
standard law education at home. 
the School of Law will be offering 3-year and 5-year LLB and
LLM programs. a handful of veteran law professors and
practicing lawyers have been engaged to draft the best
possible curriculum. 
the real focus of this school will be to inculcate the values like
rule of law, submission to law and to create a civilized society
based on respect of human rights and human dignity. uo’s
School of Law will be marked with a strong commitment to
intellectualism and public service. the school will work on
enhancing the intellectual life of its academic community by
sponsoring a variety of centers, programs, and workshops. 

due to the advent of the adroit Vice Chancellor and his clear
vision for the development of the university, a record number
of students from the city of okara and the nearby cities,
towns and villages have submitted admission applications in
various programs. the uo has received this sum of
applications the first time in its history but despite this, the
administration has shown no leniency and compromise on the

merit. 
these high standards of meritocracy and transparency in
admissions have earned the veracity a great honor and
helped fostering the culture of academic excellence that will
go a long way to produce brilliant and visionary graduates in
the years to come. thousands of students have applied in 10
programs this year and all the enrollments have been made
through a transparent and state-of-the-art process. 
With the start of the new session, the total number of the
students in uo have soured to more than 5,000 and this is a
remarkable achievement of the newly established university
and its first permanent VC. 

Following the VC’s vision of providing lavish and state-of-the-
art academic facilities to the students, the uo administration
is carrying out a large-scale renovation work at the campus.
the entire academic block is being repainted, the labs are
being equipped with hi-tech material, the classrooms are
getting improvised furniture, the libraries are being furnished
with best books of the world and entire campus is going
through a horticulture makeover with novel plants,
enchanting floral beds and lush lawns. 

this all is being done despite all the budgetary limitations.
instead of availing their legitimate perks and privileges, the
VC and all the other officers are spending the available
resources on the improvisation of the university. this is
indeed the beginning of a new pakistan.  g

Vision of the VC

Why to establish a new University?

University of Okara
An emerging Center of Innovation & Academic excellence

Sharjeel ahmed

the VC spares no moment to discuss & deliberate on high
priority academic and administrative matters

Decent Place to Learn & Thrive

institutions are developed by merit & transparence; not just by
bricks & stones 

Like human child, institutions need constant care and 
concentration 

UO Gets School of Law

Students’ Passion to Learn 

Time to Celebrate the Differences 

the VC is introducing Mr. Boeck with the uo faculty at the
beginning of the cross-cultural dialogues series

Mr. Boeck is presenting german language certificates to uo faculty 



P
AKISTAN is currently witnessing a
severe wave of intolerance at mass
level. It is very unfortunate and
shameful to state that despite

comprising of large number of passionate
followers of Islam, we as a nation emerged as
very much intolerant to others. Contrary to
teachings of Islam, Muslims all over the world
are increasingly becoming extremists and
narrow minded hence causing major problems
for their own as well as their fellow Muslims.
Followers of the most peaceful religion of the world
(Islam) have failed to practice teachings of Islam and their
beloved prophet Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH).
Unfortunately, Pakistanis are not left behind in the race of
corrupt moral practices and largely practicing intolerance,
terrorism and extremism. There is dire need of promotion
of tolerance and equal human rights for every citizen.

Tolerance means ‘’to bear.’’ In Persian and Urdu, we use the
word rawadari ( ) which is derived from rawa
meaning acceptable or bearable and dashtan meaning “to
hold”. Thus it means to hold something acceptable or
bearable. Tolerance is respect, acceptance and appreciation of
the rich diversity of our world's cultures, our forms of
expression and ways of being human. Tolerance, the virtue
that makes peace possible, contributes to the replacement of
the culture of war by a culture of peace.

Tolerance is a basic attitude for the respect of human rights.
As established by the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance,
promoted by UNESCO, this is based on accepting and
recognizing the diversity of cultures, forms of expression and
ways being in the world. To be tolerant, it is necessary to
know and dialogue with horizontality and openness of mind,
although hardly without prejudice. This is not only a moral
duty, as stated in the Declaration, "but also a political and
legal requirement." However, and above all, tolerance implies
"an active attitude of recognition of universal human rights
and the fundamental freedoms of others."

It has already been established that states must comply
with international human rights treaties that ratify,
modifying their policies and legislation in order to guarantee

equal treatment and opportunities for all groups
and individuals in society. In this principle there
dwells a condition for tolerance: equality.
Likewise, UNESCO points out that education is
the most effective and fruitful means to prevent
intolerance. "The first stage of education for
tolerance is to teach people the rights and
freedoms they share".

In the international human rights system, the
right to education is universal and inalienable.

Treaties such as the Convention of the United
Nations Organization for Education, Science and Culture on
the fight against discrimination in the field of education
(1960), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (1966) and the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child (1989), point out that quality
education must reflect the values of human rights.

As UNESCO affirms, the right to education is an integral
part of human rights. In this matter, the work of this
organization is aimed at promoting "values such as peace,
non-discrimination, equality, justice, non-violence, tolerance
and respect for human dignity. Quality education based on a
human rights approach means that they are applied
throughout the educational system and in all learning
contexts”. UNESCO also has competitions and recognitions
that seek to foster a culture of peace and tolerance such as
Peace Contest which is framed for primary and secondary
school students wherein they can post audiovisual works such
as posters, photographs and / or videos about the concept of
peace and violence. There is also the Madanjeet Singht prize
for the promotion of Tolerance and Non-Violence. This
distinction was created in the mid-nineties, the same year in
which the Member States of UNESCO adopted the
Declaration of Principles on Tolerance. In this regard,
UNESCO points out: "the human being is characterized by
its diversity, only tolerance can ensure the survival of
multicultural communities in different regions of the planet".
Further, in 1996, the UN General Assembly (by resolution
51/95) invited UN Member States to observe the
International Day for Tolerance on 16 November. g
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D
O  we have adequate statistics to plan and develop the
future of education system in Pakistan. Can we know the
authenticity of those statistics?  It is very easy to say with
a fancy accent that students have to hold the realm of

Pakistani society in future but modern world demands to be
having adequate information about how higher government
officials are going to be taking care of the unseen. Nothing really
changes by merely uttering wishes about a dream system that
may give us a perfect picture of how the future of our dream
country should look like. Having a passion and sense of
responsibility to change what is not good is undoubtedly the first
step towards the better future yet the question which is mind-
boggling, leaves every mindful person in a state of disquiet. 

Do what to kill the worry? Be generous enough to build up
engagement with the people of Pakistan. let them know you Care
not just by saying it but putting your thoughts along with Facts
and Figures before them as to take them into the confidence.  A
few Questions that are Bothering me and Possibly many like me
out there who are so weak that they can't do anything other than
writing it to the Powerful people and Institutions. 

Firstly, I would like to shed light on the health sector and its
facilitation to the People of Pakistan. More than 50 million people
suffering from mental disorders and to take care of them there are
only 400 well trained psychiatrists. Either the stats are incorrect or
More than 100 medical colleges are not able to produce sufficient
back up for taking care of mental health problems of the people of
Pakistan. but it should be told to the People in a very clear manner.
We know you care but tell us what is being done and how it is being
done as to provide us with a healthier future. 

Secondly, I would like to voice the education system of Pakistan
and this question is also linked to my first question. Educational
institutions. Do we have a sufficient amount of Lawyers,
Policemen, Social Scientists, Poets, Artists, IT Experts and Trained
Professionals of Modern Sciences? If yes that's very good, But do
we not have the right to know about it? There is no Harm in
sharing the stats officially, isn't it? Why on earth More people every
year go abroad to get themselves a feather in their hat? Can We not
provide that level of education? Is there a need of introducing
Degrees in New disciplines of Studies. 

Thirdly, I have listened to a Higher Official of Police addressing
to the Innocent people of Pakistan for how they should secure their
Social media from other Pakistanis. Who are we left with? Polls
and Trees? Its people with people within Pakistan nobody from
another part of the Earth. his speech has made me distressed in
which he is expressing his Department's Incompetence to take care
of the Social media and its usage in Pakistan. On top of that, there
has been an overburdened software program given to them
Policemen so that they could get themselves trained to earn respect
amongst the people of Pakistan. This Software Program has it All,
Human Resource Management System, E challan, Criminal
Record mapping, Police Official Profile management System,
Payroll system what not. it has almost everything which a perfect
system must have. I am glad about this endeavor. By Maaz Ahmad. g

A few straight
forward questions!

Tolerance, ultimate solution
for a peaceful Pakistan

BY JAZIB KHAN

E
GYPT was once an educational hub for all
students mainly Muslims. It had such a unified
system of education that rational studies and
religious studies were taught under a same roof

and an equal weightage was given to both of them. That
was one of the main reasons of the Muslims’ success in
middle and late medieval ages. But as the time passed, our
educational system got tarnished and under the colonial
rule of British, it almost got a death-blow. For the
reformation of Muslims in India, Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan,
being a provident person introduced a parallel system of
academia which was based on English educational system
as it was the need of the hour.

Since then, we never had a unified system of education till
now; in fact, the gap between the stratification of the
students is increasing gradually day by day- a very alarming
situation. Initially at the inception of Pakistan, there were
mainly two types of students i.e. madrassah going students
and government school going students. At that time there
were about 300 madrassahs and 10,000 schools. But after
the continuous lack of patronization of government schools
by the state, the stratification further increased. Therefore,
now there are number of madrassahs, government schools,
middle-class private schools,

elite-class private schools and so forth; same is the case
with higher studies educational institutes in Pakistan. A
more menacing situation is that other than academic
institutes, we have number of educational systems as well
which are being used analogously. In these 71 years, the state
has created a giant vacuum in the field of education, which
ultimately filled by the parallel systems of education and
private educational facilities. Despite having this diversity in
educational system of Pakistan, 25 million children are out-
of-school according to a report of Alif Ailaan. Thus, our
educational system needs long overdue surveillance by state;
otherwise it will be too late. According to another report of
Alif Ailaan there are almost 2,27,136 government schools
and 68,848 private schools in Pakistan. Even though only
one third of total schools are owned by private sector, still it
spends more money in their academic institutes and

students than the government.
Someone has rightly said, “If you want to destroy the future

of any nation, no need to wage war with them; defunct their
education, they will remain no more live on the map of the
world.” The situation in madrassahs is much more vulnerable
and appalling. There are more than 35,000 madrassahs with
3.5 million enrolled students. Further, there are five sect-based
boards of madrassahs representing different schools of thought
of Islam in Pakistan. Each of the boards has its own syllabus
and policies according to its beliefs and interpretation of Islam.
Almost 60% of madrassahs are representing Deoband school
of thought. One cannot imagine the imperceptible divergence
between an ordinary madrassah going student and a student
studying in some elite private school. A large chunk of
madrassahs is unregistered which is promoting culture of
sectarianism and jihadism in Pakistan. According to a report,
among all students, madrassah going students are rigid
towards the religious, ethnic and other minorities living in
Pakistan. There is tendency in such students to get involved in
riots and extremism activities which may led to terrorism. In
other states, education is just an educational subject but
unfortunately, in Pakistan, it also falls under the domain of
national security. The government really needs to regulate the
curriculum of all the madrassahs and put them under strict
surveillance; and promote the culture of tolerance in them.
Madrassah reforms should be the foremost priority of the state. 

One may see a beacon of hope as it seems like that
current government is sincere and enthusiastic about
unification of education, since, it is an integral part of their
manifesto. Recently the federal government launched
National Educational Policy 2018 which caters to
unification of education thoroughly. Although after the
18th Amendment, education is a provincial subject but still
the federal government can bring positive reforms by
building a consensus with provincial governments and all
stakeholders. To overcome one of the most vulnerable issue
of Pakistan - national integration, we really need to unify
our educational system. g

The writer is a student of Development Journalism at
University of the Punjab Lahore Pakistan and can be

reached at jazibrehmankhan@gmail.com

unification of education!
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IT’S very regretful to pass
unjust comments regarding
Supreme Court (SC) of

Pakistan’s judgement about Asia
Bibi case without getting into the
details of the matter. I being a true
Muslim cannot bear the disrespect
of Our Holy Prophet/an act of
blasphemy but is it right to give
everyone the right to kill anyone

just on the basis of doubt of blasphemy?
Asia Bibi was convicted in 2010 for allegedly insulting the

Prophet Muhammad and has been in solitary confinement
for the past eight years.

Chief Justice Saqib Nisar, who gave the verdict, said Ms
Bibi could walk free from jail immediately if she was not
wanted in any other case. Asia Bibi is a 47-year-old farm
laborer and mother of five from the Punjab Province.

She was involved in a row with other Muslim farm workers
after they refused to drink from a bucket of water she had
touched because she was not Muslim. When they demanded
she convert to Islam, she refused, prompting a mob to later
allege that she had insulted the Prophet Muhammad.

At the time, Asia Bibi said the case was a matter of women
who didn't like her "taking revenge."

Under the Pakistani penal code, the offence of blasphemy is
punishable by death or life imprisonment.

In 1860 under British Raj law, it became a crime to disturb
a religious assembly, trespass on burial grounds, insult
religious beliefs or intentionally destroy or defile a place or an
object of worship, punishable by up to 10 years in jail.

During the 1980s as Islamic influence in Pakistan grew, the
law was expanded to include making derogatory remarks
against Islamic personages an offence.

Since 1987, a total of 633 Muslims, 494 Ahmedis, 187
Christians and 21 Hindus have been accused under various
clauses of the blasphemy law, according to the National
Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP).

Other Pakistani politicians have made efforts to amend the
blasphemy laws. In 2010, Sherry Reman of the Pakistan's People's
Party (PPP) introduced a private bill with the intention of
changing procedures of religious offences so that cases would be
heard directly by the higher courts. The bill was withdrawn in 2011
following pressure from religious forces and some political
opposition groups. Whilst public support for Pakistan's blasphemy
laws is strong, elsewhere the laws have attracted intense criticism.

Dr.Zeeshan Khan is a medical doctor by profession. He can
be followed on twitter: @DrZeeshanKhanA1

L
ALA Rukh’s mother, a poet in a
vernacular language and a teacher of
social science in a public school of Lahore,
is not worried to notice that her daughter

is unable to understand her poetry. She is,
however, content that Lala Rukh is an
optometrist practising in Wapda Town of Lahore.
She was put through the path of studying basic
science subjects by her parents as all they cared
about is a secure future for their daughter.

A career in basic sciences is a ticket to enter job market and
hence a lure for parents. Lahore was once known for its
services to literature but this market mania has reduced
literature into being a luxury for the affluent. Since children
of the middle and lower middle class think that they cannot
afford studying literature, ultra-rich kids are given the
otherwise coveted field of literature uncontested. 

Lala Rukh’s case is not alone. Lahore is giving away to the
national focus – fostering STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) among the boys and girls,
leaving out literature and social sciences behind. 

Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif would promise to turn a
dedicated chief ministe’’s complex into an information
technology university for women. The state-of-the-art Arfa
Kareem Tower stands tall inspiring people to study computer
sciences. The Higher Education Commission announces
hundreds of foreign study scholarships for STEM graduates.
The market has lucrative and an abundant supply of jobs for
STEM scholars. Punjab University spokesperson Khurram
Shahzad says every candidate for BS programme wants to get
admission to the STEM departments and those with around
90pc of marks can secure a berth there. 

Those who cannot make to STEM disciplines and still want
to have a higher education degree turn to social sciences
departments. Punjab University’s English Literature
Department started its BS programme two years back and its
merit was also high when the admissions were open last time. 

In these circumstances, who would turn to literature and
how do Lahore schools cope with this problem? 

“Well, when I see grade III kids discuss feature of a new
mobile phone brand, and not a story, I get really concerned,”
says Syed Shamim Azam, an owner of a private school in
Lahore. He acknowledges that over the years, the trend of
reading literature in students has gone down. 

“There’s need to investigate why students, especially boys,
don’t love reading. In fact, they don’t find enough role models
around them.”His school has been trying to turn things
around by taking an initiative to promote a love for literature
among the students since September last.  The school day
starts with a session dedicated to reading. All students read
something of their choice from an Urdu story book to English
classic and graphic literature.  “I hope the initiative will bring
about a positive change in children.” Not many schools and

families, however, are interested in creating the
love for literature among their children.

Syed Moazam Ali Shah runs a tutor centre in
Defence Housing Authority and supplies home
tutors to affluent families. 

“Of every 10 calls, eight clients demand a tutor
for science subjects, and two for English
language,” he explains tuition trends. My Urdu
and English literature tutors have to wait for
months to get a tutee.” Dr Asir Ajmal has seen a

decline in literary activities in the Government College
University, Lahore. He was born in the college residence in the
60s when his father, Dr Ajmal, was its principal. In those days,
he recalls, they would not go out for recreation as the college
was holding literary and arts activities almost every day. 

Now, Lahore schools and colleges have no literary activities
or popular ‘Bazm-i-Adab’ type sessions on their calendar. 

The Shahbaz Sharif government tried to revive literary
culture through speech contests but failed as student would
only deliver crammed speeches. Prof Dr Mansoor Akbar Kundi,
former vice-chancellor of the Gomal University, Dera Ismail
Khan, says over the years, the city has seen the mushroom growth
of science and technology institutes in both private and public
sectors. He explains the consequences of ignoring literature and
social sciences. “You see frustration and intolerance among the
youth,” he says during an international conference in COMSATS
University of Technology in Lahore, pointing to a picture of the
Punjab University students beating each other. “This is the price.” 

Dr Kundi says literature and social sciences promote
harmony, love, coexistence and empathy. 

Dr Huam Baqai vouches for his words. An associate
professor with a premier business education institute, Dr
Baqai says they contacted several employers to know about
the productivity of their graduates. Their response was
shocking.  “Many of the employers said the graduates had
good content knowledge but that was not enough. The
workplace can teach a raw beginner all the content and skills
required for the job in a few months. The graduates, however,
lacked a sense of workplace coexistence,” she says while
speaking at a workshop on conflict resolution in Lahore. 

The feedback pushed the programme managers to increase
the number of humanities and literature subjects from three
to seven and 10. Dr Fatima Sajjad from the University of
Management Technology also has similar views. She suggests
schools should have some subjects for learning and
intellectual grooming only, not for grades. 

She says evaluation of subjects like literature (humanities
and social sciences) should be redesigned as STEM graduates
get 100 out of 100 which is impossible in subjects like
literature for right or wrong reasons. g

The writer is a professional journalist and he can be
reached at ahsanbudh@hotmail.com

ahsan Raza                                             

dr. Zeeshan Khan

Blasphemy and
exploitation of
religious extremism 

All articles are published in good faith. The views expressed by the writers do not necessarily reflect those of The Educationist. Objections, critique are
welcomed for publication. Send your Articles, Letters, Cartoons to editor@educationist.com.pk  

fighting the war, literally

English Translation by : Amjad Izhar

T
ODAY the collective human
consciousness of the world has reached
the level, where human rights not only
have been acknowledged but also in

principle, the right of the nations, taken into
acceptance by all means, that aggression or
external forced occupation is unacceptable. If we
find such examples in a particular region of the
world, then their experience will be done in the context of a
number of shortcomings and specifications. Now the time of
naked aggression has already been destroyed. Justification of
everything can be presented. For example in past Saddam
Hussein's dictatorship gave the US a legitimacy for Iraq
invasion. Many voices came from our Muslim world that
America's invasion is illegal and illegitimate because the US
has not received its permission from the UN. However, when
Saddam invaded neighboring independent and autonomous
Muslim country Kuwait, the sad thing is that such voices of
protests should rise, but they kept protectionism for
Saddam's forced occupation. We then raised our questions in
our columns that about 1500 years back the same Iraq was
invaded by us then we had not resorted to any UNO or any
Charter of the Nations. We not only occupied, but also
annexed it with our land? In this bath, Muslims are not
naked, all are naked who are indulged with power.

The greatness of the Greeks could not have been able to

deter Alexander from the conquest of the world,
but instead, it has given him the opportunity to
export this great civilization into the world. If in
this import export innocent blood sheds over,
then may it be so? Here Hitler and Halakoo
Khan felt proudness to shed blood of the human
beings. What was the ethical justification for
Central Asian Invaders or Afghanistan’s Khans
when they occupied India. What was the morale
of Khilji, Tughlaq, Mohammad Ghori, Nadir

Shah and Sultan Mahmood, in essence these all invasions
were unjustified. All these gentlemen used to spread civil
supremacy in India or to shed blood and to kill innocent
people? Today if they are heroes of Pakistanis, then on what
stance while they were all evil? Just because they were
Muslim dacoits? In this sense, Muhammad Khan dacoit
should also be our hero. Imran Ali Naqshbandi, the dirty
worm, should also be our hero, that he used to recite naats.

We very easily say that Hindus were very narrow minded.
We can make fake stories in this regard, but if we do not mind
the truth, then we will say Hindu nation was very open
minded, welcoming nation as compared with other nations,
foolish people are found in every nation like who killed
Mahatma Gandhi. To solve the Indian problem was
separation or United India by protecting domestic democratic
rights? On this, a free debate in the current atmosphere of at
least the for groundwater is impossible, and it is unlikely as
long as we have not come out of its torments. It's a matter of

distinction here, we cannot even give logic on Kashmir issue.
Invasion on other countries if is wrong today, then such
wrongdoings made in the past centuries should also be
labelled as mischievous. But in recognition of this, there is no
justification for founding Mughal Empire. If Lodhi’s
occupation was illegitimate then how should the attack after
that can be legitimized? If the Mughal establishment was
correct then how was the British rule was wrong? While
Muslim aggressors were unable to serve the region's people in
the past 1000 years, which did British rule in just 90 years?
Anyone can compare the performance of each of the two will
find the truth behind. Sir Syed wanted to extend the period of
the British for the betterment of the people of Sub-Continent.
Where they should be blessed with a high place for their
nation.

The rage and its consequences of the mutiny of 1857 may be
condemned and blamed to the English rule, the fact is
betterment of the region is conducive to the slavery of that
period. Otherwise, our state of affairs would not be different
than Afghanistan. If we compare the slavery period of 90
years with the epoch of 70 years of freedom, then we find we
gone to the downfall in freedom period rather then rise in the
slavery period. Before we were slaves of White English Lords,
after we remained slaves of Black followers of English Lords
who are more and more short minded prejudiced Lords.

Military dictatorship has taken us into slavery by rigging
our legal, accountability, religious and political and
democratic institutions. 

The writer is a professional journalist and he can be reached
at arrehan@hotmail.com

Bliss emerging from aggression of history

afzaal Rehan
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INTERVIEW BY: SHABBIR SARWAR AND FATIMA SAJJAD

U
NIVERSITY of Management and
Technology Rector Dr.
Muhammad Aslam contributed in
building up the nuclear arsenal of
the country.  However, he

emphasized more on the positive aspects of
nuclear sciences. “Nuclear Medical Centers in
Pakistan are a proof that we are utilizing this
energy for the betterment of the country. The
doctors in these medical centers have
graduated from PIEAS as it also offers
medicine, nuclear medicine and radiation
oncology.” The Educationist conducted a
detailed interview of Dr. Aslam.   

THE EDUCATIONIST: Please do tell us
about your early life and education.
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: My schooling was
from Muslim High school, Tariq Abad,
Faisalabad. After that I came to Lahore and
enrolled in to F.C College for my F.Sc Pre-
Engineering. After completing my Bachelors
degree, I went to Islamabad for Maters in
Physics. After that I got a fellowship from
Pakistan Tarbi Community Commission in
M.S in Nuclear Technology. After completing
my fellowship I was offered to join the
University’s Faculty. I joined Centre for
Nuclear Studies in 1976. 

In 1984 I did my PhD from University of
Purdue, US and came back in Pakistan to
serve my country.

THE EDUCATIONIST: PIEAS, formerly
known as Centre for Nuclear Studies changed
its name. Why so?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: I think that the
political scenario of Pakistan in 1980’s was
skeptical and unstable. Where a country was
availing benefits of nuclear technology, it also
had to poise for an acceptable diplomatic
demeanor. That is why it was changed to the
name of Pakistan Institute for Engineering
and Applied Sciences.
THE EDUCATIONIST: What are your
professional achievements other than
contributing towards the excellence of PIEAS
and as the Rector UMT? 
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: I worked as a
scientist and a teacher. I have been
contributing in building up of the nuclear
arsenal of the country.  I have also
emphasized more on the positive aspects of
nuclear sciences. For example, Nuclear
Medical Centers in Pakistan are a proof that
we are utilizing this energy for the
betterment of the country. The doctors in
these medical centers have been graduated
from PIEAS as it also offers medicine,

nuclear medicine and radiation oncology. 

THE EDUCATIONIST: Dr Hassan Sohaib
Murad, UMT’s founding father died in a
road accident. How this loss caused greater
challenge towards fulfilling your role as a
Rector?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: Obviously, his
sudden demise was a shock and above all,
loss to all of us here. His visions and plans of
making the university a globally recognized
institution are in gradual motion. But we
believe that we would be able to do it Inshaa
Allah. The strive for quality education,
excellent teaching and promoting an
innovative culture will always be a great and
a consistent challenge but with hard work

and belief, we will tackle it and ultimately,
achieve our goals Inshaa Allah.

THE EDUCATIONIST: What are the key
statistics of UMT?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: Total strength of
students is 14,000, larger portion is
undergraduates who are 70% while
postgraduates are 30% and more than 300
people are pursuing their PhDs in UMT. 

THE EDUCATIONIST: How many faculty
members does UMT have?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: We have nearly 600
faculty members and around 122 are PhD
scholars among them. 

THE EDUCATIONIST: What potential
reforms do you want to bring in UMT?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: Well mostly our
focus is on teaching and research. Quality
teaching and in depth research is what
makes any institution globally recognized
and that is what I aim to do. It’s very nice
to see that UMT has been included in top
500 Asian universities ranking according

to the QS Asian university rankings and
Inshaallah we plan to take it on the top of
the heap.  

THE EDUCATIONIST: What is the number
of publications (research journals) from the
year 2017?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: The research
publications, which have been published in
2017 in authentic journals, are more than 150.

THE EDUCATIONIST: What is the number
of research journals that UMT publishes?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: Currently there are
seven to eight journals but we plan to double
them. In this case, the school of business and
economics and the school of social sciences

have contributed a lot. These schools have
produced much quality research over the
years. Our plan is to develop other schools of
UMT also like engineering and Law and to
promote the culture of research above all. 

THE EDUCATIONIST: UMT claims to be
trust fund whereas the fee it charges is high
by all standards. Why is that so?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: As UMT is a private
sector university, we don’t have any other
funding except the fees. That is why it has
such a stable infrastructure and facilities that
we provide to our students. We invest all
earnings on the university’s development.  

Co-curricular activities are the backbone of
any institution and UMT hosts all the co-
curricular activities with great zeal and zest.
Fall semester is always a great time to indulge
in different outdoor activities as the weather
is pleasant most of the time and students get
a chance to enjoy and relax themselves.

THE EDUCATIONIST: The bulk of
undergraduate increases every year in Pakistan
and you know that it is difficult to attain more

PhDs if you have less post graduates. How are
you tackling this situation?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: Well I would say that
we have become more selective I our
admission criteria now. We are more
stringent and we have introduced some tests
which the students must pass to get an
admission. This is in order to get potential
students so that they can contribute to the
university with quality research.

THE EDUCATIONIST: University of
Management and Technology has a
professional nametag but the industrial
sector blames the higher education not
producing the applied nature of research.
How UMT is contributing in this regards?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: Here at UMT there
is a lot of effort going on so the students can
interact at their best with the industry. UMT
has quite a few centers like Centre for
Entrepreneurship and Office for Research
Innovation and Commercialization. These
offices are meant to work out the best in
shining out the students’ capabilities and
make them stand out with reference to
professionalism and applied nature of the
industry. Also, we are lucky that Lahore is a
bountiful industrial state and we aim to
make it even better and booming with our
students’ raw talents.

THE EDUCATIONIST: How UMT is
contributing to the social problems of
Pakistan according to your view?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: I think UMT realizes
the social problems and their impacts quite
seriously. In this regard, there have been
seven to eight conferences last year. All of
them were subjected to the root causes of
different social problems and what could be
done by the youth to eradicate them. Other
than that UMT also has a in institute of
Psychology where mental health of the people
is brought under focus and it is being realized
that how crucial it is for a stable life.
Gradually, I believe that we will contribute
more because eventually it a responsibility of
every citizen to stand up for their rights. 

THE EDUCATIONIST: What message
would you like to give the students and
faculty everywhere through the platform of
The Educationist?
Dr. Muhammad Aslam: I want to convey
that the purpose of education is the
acquisition of knowledge to solve problems.
These problems can be of any kind: social,
political, economic, emotional and mental.
Let’s use education for a better world, today
and tomorrow. g

UMT RECTOR SAYS DR. HASAN MURAD’S PLANS OF MAKING UMT A GLOBALLY RECOGNIZED INSTITUTION ARE IN GRADUAL MOTION

Pakistan using nuclear
energy positively: Dr. Aslam

purpose of education is the
acquisition of knowledge to solve
problems. these problems can be
of any kind: social, political,
economic, emotional and mental.
Let’s use education for a better
world, today and tomorrow
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P
UNJAB Minister for Higher
Education Raja Yasir Humayun has
said that co-curricular activities are
necessary for polishing leadership

and creative skills among children and
young students. He said that our education
system must have the capacity to improve
different skills among students along with
imparting quality education. 

He was addressing prize distribution
ceremony of 2nd The Educationist All
Pakistan Co-curricular Competitions 2018
at Al-Raazi Hall. The competitions were
jointly organized by Punjab University,
PHEC, The Educationist and NAB Lahore.
Addressing the ceremony, Raja Yasir
Humayun said that personality
development was important part of
education. He said that an educated nation
could take better decisions regarding their
future. He said that Pakistan’s future was
bright and our nation was now on right
direction. He said that the government was
focusing on improving standard of degrees
and graduates. He said that the government
was making policies and taking initiatives
to provide excellent human resource in all
the fields according to modern
requirements of the industry. Appreciating
the organizers of co-curricular
competitions, the minister stated that the
platform had provided an opportunity to
students from all the provinces to interact

with each other.
Addressing the ceremony, Prof Niaz

Ahmad said that PU would extend support
to the government for improving quality of
education in Pakistan. He said that PU was
preparing economic and education policies
which would be provided to the government
soon in order to cope with economic and
academic issues. He said that every organ of
Pakistan was performing and contributing to
country’s development. He said that our
forces and citizens had made great sacrifices
in war on terror and achieved success. He
said that in 2018, PU gave a direction to
ensure good governance, merit,
transparency, accountability and equality in
the country and now in 2019, PU was
suggesting to introduce National Action
Plan-style reforms in education sector. He
said that there was need to impose
emergency in education sector because
country’s development was linked to
education. He said that PU would extend full
support to promote co-curricular activities. 

Addressing the ceremony, The
Educationist Editor-in-Chief Prof. Dr.
Shafiq Jullandhry said that co-curricular
activities were source of promoting
civilization among new generation. He
appreciated the minister on taking
initiatives for the welfare of youth and
utilizing their energies in positive activities.
Mr Shabbir Sarwar, Editor The

Educationist, said that the competitions
were not possible without the support of
PU Vice Chancellor Prof Niaz Ahmad. 

Later, the minister distributed cash prizes
among winners. As many as 350
institutions and 1500 players from school,
colleges and universities of Giligit Baltistan,
Kashmir, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan and Punjab participated in the
competitions which continued for five days.
Punjab University clinched team trophy
and Rs 100,000 cash award in
universities/colleges category while The

Punjab School and Garrison Academy
Sarwar Shaheed Campus were in tie to
share (Rs 100,000) cash award and team
trophy. After the 5-day long competitions in
48 event categories, GCU Lahore and GCU
Faisalabad shared the 2nd position and Rs
50,000 cash award. 

Minahil Shahbaz got 3rd position in Urdu
declamation contest representing The Land
Half School System. In schools’ category,
Wapda High Schools Shalamar and
Daanish School Boys Chishtian obtained
2nd and 3rd positions respectively. g

Co-curricular activities a must for
leadership, creative skills: raja Yasir

the punjab School team win team trophy and Rs 100,000 cash award. garrison academy Junior Sarwar Shaheed Campus wins team trophy and Rs 100,000 cash award.

Wapda Boys High School team wins Runners-up trophy and Rs 50,000 cash award.

pu VC dr niaz ahmad and dr. Saleem Mazhar receive the minister.

Mr. Shabbir Sarwar, editor the educationist dr. Shafiq Jullandhry, Chief editor the educationist dr. niaz ahmed, VC punjab university Raja Yasir Humayun, Minister Higher education

Children present flowers to the minister and the vice chancellor. Speakers listen to the national anthem.
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BY HASNAIN RAZA

D
R. Muhammad Tufail is a renowned
professor of molecular biology and
civil award winner in the field of
education. Recently he joined The

Ghazi University, D.G.Khan as Vice-Chancellor.
The Educationist had an exclusive talk with
him as per hereunder details:
The Educationist: Sir, Please do tell us about
your early life and education.
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: I have done BSC and
MSc in Entomology from Agriculture
Faisalabad University. After this, I got three
selection opportunities through PPSC but I
joined as a lecturer. Because, for me
education is a profession that makes all other
professions. Then, I went to Kobe University
Japan in 1997 for my PhD studies. After
completing PhD, I completed Post-Doctorate
in Molecular Biology/Biotechnology from the
same university. Then, I joined Kobe
University as an Assistant Professor. There at
Kobe University I was the first non-Japanese
Asian faculty member. In 2012 I got an offer
from King Saud University, Saudi Arabia as a
Professor. There I also got Civil Award. I
produced five PhDs there. After spending 6
years, I came back and joined as Vice
Chancellor Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi
Khan. Still I’m a visiting Professor at Kobe
University Japan and adjunct professor at
Islamia University Bahawalpur.
The Educationist: How’s your relation with
students of the university, very strict or
friendly?
Dr. Muhammad Tufail: Whenever I teach my
students, I ask them at the end what they
learnt from the courses and how they can
excel. This makes my relation very friendly
with them. Friendly relation can increase
their interest in the course and learning. This
type of relation is more promising.
The Educationist:What was your first
impression at Ghazi University?
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: When I came here and
visited the university it looked like a college
and its system looked like a high school.
Nothing was established, no directorate was
established. In short, nothing was in line.

This area was already known to me to some
extent, because some of my friends belong to
this region. I also observed that people of this
area are very talented.Youth have talent but they
need a leader who can lead and guide them. 

In fact, I was excited to join this university
because it was a challenging task for me.
Before taking charge, I got information about
the basic problems and issues of the university.
The Educationist: What are your main
agenda points for Ghazi University?
Dr. Muhammad Tufail: I came here to serve the
people of Dera Ghazi Khan. For this, my main
agenda is to continue PhD programs. Of
course, when any university wants to open PhD
programs, HEC requires that the university
should have all the facilities from infrastructure
to faculties’ basic needs; labs etc. For this, we
have to build new buildings, labs, library etc.

This university has mush potential to excel.
I also intend to utilize this potential, because
it can help this university to be the top of the
South Punjab. 
The Educationist: How you developed
interest to serve Ghazi University as VC?
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: I had applied in three
universities, i.e. University of Okara,
University of Sahiwal and Ghazi University,
Dera Ghazi Khan. Luckily, I was shortlisted

in all three universities but I was appointed
as VC for Ghazi University, D.G.Khan.
The Educationist: How you compare
education system of Pakistan with foreign
countries especially Japan?
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: I have closely watched
international community that where they
stand as compared to Pakistan. What I learnt
from Japanese education system is that,
Japanese students are engaged and involved
in full time activities. For instance, if there is
a lab, it is always open for students. They give
full and honest guidance to the students in
Masters, MPhil and PhDs.

The Saudi University in which I worked
was 1st among the Muslim countries and has
an international ranking of 221. But, there is
not a single Pakistani university which is
among top 500 universities. 

That’s why I came here with mission to
build here world standard universities. 

I was getting more salary in aboard but
money was not my priority. I have achieved
everything in my life and now it’s time to
return back to my country. 
The Educationist: Is Ghazi University
offering any scholarship for needy students?
Dr. Muhammad Tufail: I want to create a
fund for Ghazi University, for that I will try
to meet different people of the city like
businessman, landlords etc. I will request
them to contribute for the university. It will
help us to provide scholarships to the needy
students who cannot pay their fee.We will
build a committee for this fund which will
work transparently. 
The Educationist: Quality of research in
universities is an important issue; do you
have any goals for improvement of quality
research in this university? 
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: I want quality

research in Ghazi University because
research is very important. I have a vision to
make this university a top research oriented
university among other famous research
oriented universities. For this, we are
planning to enable PhD scholars to publish
three papers in international impact factor
journals. For MS student, there will be a
requirement to get publish one paper.
The Educationist: Sir Students are facing
several issues like there is no arrangement of
water; fans are not working, no generators in the
university and so on, what you say about this?
Dr. Muhammad Tufail: This is always the
responsibility of the executive of the institution
to facilitate the students. For this, I called my
staff on coming Sunday to visit each and every
place of university. There were number of
issues but we are tackling with them.

The condition of mosque was also
disappointing. There is no need of VC or
funds to maintain the mosque, we can
maintain with our own efforts. In some
classes there were no fans, no generator.
Alhamdulillah, we resolved number of issues
like water shortage and electricity.
The Educationist:  What are the major
challenges you are facing actually? 
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: The major
challenge is that there is no proper website
of the university. Website is a place from
where people can get information
regarding courses, carrier and university
related news. I want to establish an online
system starting from admission to marking
attendance. Secondly, our financial matters
will also be available online so that
everybody may know about our financial
position. For this I’m planning to hire a
professional who can handle and maintain
the university website.

The Educationist: Did you face any other
problems about this university? 
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: Yes! We are facing
several problems because we don’t have
enough classrooms. Believe me when I see
the condition of some buildings and think if
anything happened then who will be
responsible because the condition of these
buildings is very bad and they are old too.

I’m very strict on this issue because
student’s life and safety is our primary
responsibility. For this I took immediate
notice and now we are working on this to
overcome this issue. 
The Educationist: What are your future
projects for the university? 
Dr. Muhammad Tufail: My goal is to
promote extra-curricular activities for the
students in order to engage them in healthy
activities. Like, I intend to initiate a debate
competition among students twice in a
semester. I will also conduct conferences and
seminars in the university.
The Educationist: What initiative you will
take for students who belong to
disadvantaged backgrounds?
Dr. Muhammad Tufail: Management wants
to increase the fee but I denied saying that
mostly people of this region are poor. Many
students are from tribal areas of southern
Punjab and cannot afford it. We also look for
support from HEC and people of Dera Ghazi
Khan for the success of this university.
The Educationist: How do you continue to
recruit and retain the very best staff?
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: Teachers quality is
very important. I will try to recruit new and
talented professionals in upcoming
recruitment drive. There is notion that
faculty is hired through favoritism. But, now
people will come through a transparent
system to serve this university.
The Educationist: CM Punjab belongs to this
region. Is he supporting your university? 
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: I’m planning to meet
him to discuss the current situation of the
university. It is learnt that CM is very keen to
develop institutes.
The Educationist: During our visit in
different departments we saw some results on
notice boards that almost every student got
above 3.00 GPA, what you say about this?
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: I’m new and I don’t
know exactly about this. But, if this is the case
and it happened in some departments, I will
check it out. I believe, when a proper system
will develop then it will not happen again.
The Educationalist: How you see the role of
media today in education?
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: Media plays a very
vital role today in education and I see it’s a
very important part in education. Today
through media students get information and
knowledge about whatsoever happening in
the world. I also like to request you and your
team to kindly visit the university and meet
with students and faculty members, and ask
them personally whether they see any change
after the arrival of new VC. They will tell you
the rest and you can share it with me, it will
help me to improve myself. 
The Educationist: Sir! Would you like to give
any message for our readers and students?
Dr.Muhammad Tufail: My message is very
clear that Education is power today; we can
use research and quality education to shape
our future. For this we have to fight and
study hard to excel in the world of
knowledge. g

INTERVIEW OF VICE CHANCELLOR GHAZI UNIVERSITY DERA GHAZI KHAN

My goal is to promote extra-curricular
activities: Dr. Muhammad Tufail
g “We have planned to hold First Convocation of ghazi university. Students are very much excited.” g Luckily, i was shortlisted
in all three universities, i.e. university of okara, university of Sahiwal and ghazi university g My goal is to promote co-curricular
extra-curricular activities among students g Management wanted to increase the fee but i denied
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STAFF REPORT

SKARDU: University of Baltistan established
on August 25, 2017 with publication of its
Charter, “University of Baltistan Order 2016”
in Special Gazette of Pakistan. The then
prime minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
formally inaugurated the university on
October 25, 2017.  With notification of the
University Order, the Karakoram
International University (KIU) Skardu
Campus was reconstituted as ‘University of
Baltistan, Skardu’. All the staff and students
continued in the new university. 

After the joining the first and founding
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Muhammad Naeem
Khan on June 7, 2018, the university formally
started functioning speedily. In a tripartite
meeting Karakoram International University
(the parent institutions), university of
Baltistan Skardu (the daughter institution)
and HEC decisions about distributions of
assets, award of degrees to continuing
students. In this meeting, both the
universities agreed to award degree from
KIU to those graduates who completed
degree requirements before Aug 25, 2017 and
degree from UOBS to those who completed
degree requirements after this transition

date.  This decision was endorse and notified
by HEC. 

There was a tentative plan of visit of the
President of Pakistan to Gilgit-Baltistan, who
is the Chancellor of the University of
Baltistan. The university quickly planned
events including the first convocation of the
new university to award degrees to 103

graduates who completed degree
requirements after notification of the charter.
The first anniversary date of October 25 was
set for the first convocation expected to be
chaired by the Chancellor, President of
Pakistan. All preparations were made
accordingly however, later the schedule of
President’s visit was changed and the

Presidents arrived Skardu on October 24
morning where the Vice Chancellor
University of Baltistan Skardu Prof Dr.
Muhammad Naeem Khan called upon him at
airport VIP lounge. The one-on-one meeting
lasted for about 15-20 minutes. 

The Vice Chancellor briefed the President
about the progress, future plans, scope,
opportunities and potentials of the university.
He also updated the Chancellor about the first
Convocation and seek permission. The
Chancellor President Islamic Republic of
Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi expressed his full
confidence upon the leadership of Vice
Chancellor and expressed his best wishes for
the first Convocation. He also consented to
preside over the next Convocation of University
of Baltistan. After rescheduling of the visit of
the President, quick deliberations were made
for the Chief Guest of the Convocation, and
among the invitees, Major General Dr Ehsan
Mehmood GOC Force Commander Northern
Areas (FCNA) graciously consented to be the
Chief Guest of the First Convocation. Major
General Ehsan Mehmood has a PhD degree in
Strategic studies and his doctoral thesis is about
Gilgit-Baltistan. His book on ‘Human Security’
has acquired global fame. 

103 graduates get degrees at first convocation of Uob 

uoB VC dr. naeem Khan gives briefing to president arif alvi about the progress,
future plans, scope, opportunities and potential of the university.

guests sit on the Convocation stage

Maj. general dr. ehsan Mehmood Chief addressing

Chief guest donates cheque of Rs one million for scholarship endowment Fund. Vice Chancellor presents sovenier to the Chief guest

Senior Minister gB adressing Vice Chancellor gives welcome address Chief guest awards degree to a graduate

academic procession ready to move national anthem

Convocation participants participants keenly listen to the speakers guests pose for a photo on the stage

details on www.educationist.com.pk
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BY AROOSA KHALID

T
HOUSANDS of Pakistani students, who plan to pursue
their career in law education, are facing serious
problems due to decrease in number of seats in
universities and law collages. The Supreme Court of

Pakistan has decreased the number of LLB 5-year to only 100
seats in every university/collage while many affiliated collages
have not offered admission in five-year program

Furthermore, compulsory entrance test by Higher
Education Commission (HEC) without proper planning and
re-checking mechanism has multiplied the problem. The
overall number of admission seats of LLB three-year program
has also been reduced this year. Those institution which
offered admission to three-year program they did so due to
some ambiguity in SC ruling.

The Supreme Court (SC) was moved recently against Pakistan
Bar Council’s (PBC) notification restricting three-year degree
LLB program and enforcing five-year program, which the
lawyer-petitioner claims, had deprived thousands of students
from attaining legal education and joining the legal profession
across the country.

Barrister Zafarullah Khan of Watan Party filed the
constitutional petition with the Supreme Court Lahore registry.
The petitioner claimed that the ban on graduates/BA Honors
from obtaining admission in three-year LLB program is
unlawful and unconstitutional. He said that lowering down
admission to the students of FA/ Intermediate instead of
graduation is against the law. The petitioner conjointly
challenged new amendments introduced in Rule four Sub Rules
(i) (ii) (iii) within the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Bar Council’s
Legal Education Rules, 2015. He submitted that modification in
these on top of rules was discriminatory, unlawful and up to the
violation of basic rights. The lawyers submitted that Rule Ten of
Legal Education Rules, 2015, placed restriction on attainment of
legal education that is mala fide, discriminatory and based
mostly upon ulterior motives whereas Rule thirteen is
presumptive since no academic infrastructure is out there in the
market is accessible of this level as neither lectures/ teachers nor
books are available that may facilitate in analysis in PhD. He said
the legal community is ever learning profession whereas
intermediate  students have hardly abundant data and command
on English to require lectures of the legal education in it whereas
graduate students, particularly people who do BA Honors that
previously was 2 years graduation program are more competent
and additional knowledgeable. However even then they're being
deprived from admission in 3-year program of LLB.

This will enhance the quality of standard education if students
were permissible in Bachelor of Laws courses for three years period
after BA Honors,” he added. On the opposite hand, the petitioner
command, the government has been spending little in education
that is currently expected to rise from 5% to 20%. He stated that
PBC blamed the mushroom growth of law colleges and universities
for poor standard in legal education and education generally.
Zafarullah Khan said, In fact, this can be not so, as a result of all
the students have passed their examinations and so will be part of
profession and there's large competition to become successful
lawyer and also stay moral. “Once an individual qualifies and
attains a degree, there's no need of entry test,” he contended.

He more declared that there's no academic infra-structure in
view within the legal community as lawyers’ libraries from high
courts to SC gift miserable sight and none of the foreign journals
and books are provided there, and if there's any out there that
might be 30 to 40 years old so. The petitioner requested the
court to line aside the Rule no 4 (i)(ii) and Rule No 5 (ii), Rule
No 6, Rule No 7 whereas Rule No 10 and Rule 13 being
discriminatory and presumptive be declared null and void. He
conjointly prayed to the court to permit graduates (degree of
holders of BA Honors) be
allowed to induce admission
in three-year LLB program.
He more prayed the court to
line aside the notification of
PBC increasing amount of 3
year LLB degree to 5 years.
In January 2016, Pakistan
PBC extended the length
of LLB’s course length
from three years to five
years, with strict
directions to the non-
public law schools
and universities to shut
evening programs for law students.

PBC dominated that the period of the LLB course shall not be
less than five years; no more admission to LLB. (3 years
program) are given by any University/Law school.
However, the current 3 years LLB
program shall discontinue once three

years of enforcement of those Rules. The PBC additionally
advised that the amount of students admitted in first year LLB.
Program by a University/Law school shall not be over a hundred.
Lecturers and students of various law colleges and universities
additionally showed mixed reaction over extension in LLB’s
course period from three years to five. They said that the length
of five years was already in observe as many students, after their
intermediate got admissions in five years program of LLB.
However, they said the PBC took this decision in haste as no
suggestions were given concerning curriculum development.

HEC can take the matter of the affiliation of colleges with
universities in its own hands. The decision more declared that no
private faculties are going to be given any special treatment or
continue the matter of law schools, citing that the standard of the
education by colleges holds the utmost importance.

The court further ordered that the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan PBC and HEC ought to file a performance report of
those colleges and failure of the submission of this report by any
college should lead to suspension of that exact institute. It had
been further ruled that a sitting judge must teach at these
authorized law schools and therefore the affecters of the bar
councils and HEC should resort to SC directly.

According to the new rules the number of aspirants admitted
to the primary year LLB by a recognized university or a school
shall not be over one hundred which there shall be only morning
classes. A university or the college progressing to impart the law
education for LLM or Ph.D. program shall look out for the
previous approval of the PBC. The institutes that are already
offering LLM or Ph.D. program shall obtain for approval of
those courses from the PBC as well as from HEC among six
months of the announcements of the new rules . No university or
the degree-awarding institute shall associate any law school
following the prosecution of the institutions. The bar declared
that the colleges as well as the degree-awarding institutions
providing law education, shall certify and inform the PBC in
writing, at the start of each academic year that every and each
private law school affiliated together with them, is implementing
and following the institutions in letter and spirit. No institutions
shall work beneath international or external or distance learning
program of any foreign university without obtaining a no-
objection certificate (NOC) from PBC. The institutions already
doing so shall take an NOC within six months of the
implementation of the rules.

Keeping in sight the issues faced by thousands of students, the
Legal Education Committee of the Punjab Bar Council has
suggested the Pakistan Bar Council to increase the 3-year literally
Legume Baccalaureus (LLB) program for an additional two years.
Consistent with a press release released by the Punjab Bar Council,
chairperson Legal Education Committee Farah Ejaz Baig chaired
the meeting. Different members Syed Azmat Ali Bukhari, Sheikh
Abdul Ghaffar and Rana Intezar Hussain also attended the
session. The committee unanimously determined that the PBC are
going to be requested to continue the 3-year Bachelor of Laws
program for the students who are set to complete their bachelor’s
degrees in 2016 and 2017, so the academic years of thousands of
the students listed in regular BA degree aren't wasted.

Meanwhile students blocked the Mall road to protest against
the decision to discontinue the 3-year bachelor of Laws program.
They demanded the PBC to right away withdraw its notification
during this regard, so the precious academic years of thousands
of law students across the Pakistan aren't wasted.

On January 24th (PBC), during a new policy on legal
education within the country, said: “No any admission to law
degree (3 years program) are going to be given by any
university/law college” and “the period of the law degree course
shall not be less than five years”. As a result, the previously
educated 3-years law degree program was immediately
interrupted at all the universities and colleges in Pakistan.

The PBC had additionally directed all of the law universities
and schools to admit solely up to a hundred students within the

5-year law degree
curriculum annually, while
an education of 12 years

was set as a minimum
eligibility criteria for the

admission.
The decision of PBC

directly affects the poor
and socio-economic class
segments of the society.

They’re prolonging the
length of the degree

by two years,
dynamical the

evening classes,
limiting the amount of students while leaving loopholes that
permit the elite to bypass all the principles and regulation with

sheer disdain. According to the report, Majid Bashir a corporate
lawyer and senior associate ABS & Co said, 

Policy shift in LLb education!
LEGAL EXPERTS EXPRESS THEIR CONCERNS

dr. umbreen Javed
appointed pu dean

BY BILAL NAVEED

GOVERNOR of the Punjab, Chuadhary
Muhammad Sarwar has appointed Prof. Dr.
Umbreen Javed, Chairperson, Department of

Political Science, as Dean, Faculty of Behavioral and Social
Sciences, University of the Punjab, Lahore. According to
letter no. ED/HEC/TTS-105/04/78 Prof. Dr. Umbreen
Javed apponted dean for a period of three years.

Prof. Dr. Umbreen Javed is also Director, Centre for
South Asian Studies, University of the Punjab, Lahore.
She also studied at Harvard University, USA. Her
Research areas include extremism, militancy and
terrorism; she also specializes in South Asia, Pakistan
politics, regional studies, security studies, and peace and
conflict studies. She is Editor of Journal of Political
Studies, (HEC Category “X”) and she is also editor of
Journal of South Asian Studies (HEC Category “X”).As,
Head of the department. Dr. Umbreen Javaid introduced
new programmes i.e., BS (Hons.) in Political Science,
M.A. (International Relations), M.Phil. (International
Relations) and regular Ph.D. (Political Science),
University of the Punjab, Lahore. She has organized and
conducted 11 national conferences and has also
organized 173 seminars, workshops and lectures. She has
attended and presented papers in a number of
international and national conferences. She has twice
received Best Teacher Award (2011) by University of the
Punjab, Lahore. She has published 06 research articles in
international and 81research papers in national reputed
journals. She delivered lectures at Columbia University,
USA, Berkley University, USA and SOAS UK. 

president uMt calls
on CM punjab
uMt would give away scholarship to
the students of backward areas of
southern punjab

P RESIDENT of the University of Management
and Technology (UMT) Ibrahim Hasan Murad
called on Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman

Buzdar in his office here on Thursday. Murad gave an
overview of UMT to the chief minister about the key
achievements of the varsity, its foreign linkages,
excellence in teaching and research program,
scholarship program, PhD faculty and that how within
15 years of receiving the charter from the Punjab
Assembly, the university had grown into a formidable
force on the academic scene of Pakistan. “It is a proud
moment for the nation that the varsity has been ranked
among top 500 in QS Asia Universities Ranking 2019
and also top 250 in Academic and Employer
Reputation”, he updated the Chief Minister. He told
the CM that the university under the umbrella of ILM
Trust was tremendously contributing to socioeconomic
development and human resources improvement in
Pakistan. Ibrahim briefed the Chief Minister about the
services of Late Dr. Hasan Sohaib Murad in the
knowledge economy of the country as well as the
international world. details on www.educationist.com.pkdetails on www.educationist.com.pk



1327 graduates get degrees
at UMT’s 16th Annual Convocation
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25
TH Convocation of University of
Engineering & Technology (UET) Lahore
was held at main auditorium of university.
Governor Punjab and Chancellor of

University Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar presided over the
convocation. The then chairman Pakistan Higher Education
Commission (PHEC) Prof. Dr. Muhammad Nizamuddin
and Chairman Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) Engr.
Jawed Salim Qureshi participated as guests of honor. 

While addressing to faculty, students and parents Governor
Punjab and Chancellor of University Chaudhry Muhammad
Sarwar said “At the occasion of convocation the enthusiasm of
students is reflecting that they are committed to their future,
these lucky students are the future of our nation. The
economy of Pakistan is related to engineering sector.
Acquisition of development goals from engineering can
definitely be made possible. 

The present government is having the vision that every
child of this nation should get the degree to brighten the
name of the country, so now students have got degrees and
according to the Prime Minister's vision, they will get good
job opportunities.” Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar
congratulated the graduate students and advised them to
work hard in every field of life so that they could participate in
the economic transit of Pakistan.

He further said, “Pakistan is facing many complicated
challenges which can be resolved through collective wisdom
and long-term decisions with the assistance of latest skills
and comprehensive strategies.” He admired the role of UET
in developing Pakistan from many decades by producing
renowned professionals and maintaining the efforts for
getting more progress. At this occasion Vice Chancellor UET

Prof. Dr. Fazal Ahmad Khalid said, “Universities play vital
role to build a nation on scientific base with the help of
result-oriented research and other ways of learning.” He
highlighted the output of the university with important
statistics in capacity building, new pedagogical techniques,
laboratory and research centers, up gradation of courses,
construction, expansion and memorandum of
understandings with academic and industrial institutions at
national and international levels.  

The convocation comprised under 7 different faculties at
least 2263 Degrees including 19 PhD degrees, 564 M.
Phil/MS degrees, and 1680 undergraduate degrees to B.Sc.
session 2018 and Architecture 2018 and 71 Gold Medals were
distributed among students. 

Undergraduate degrees were awarded in UET main and
sub-campuses of UET followed by the number of at least 1139
degrees in UET Lahore main campus, 222 in UET kala Shak
Kaku (UET-KSK) campus, 157 degrees in UET Faisalabad
(UET-FSD) campus, 87 degrees in Rachna College of
Engineering and Technology (UET-RCET) campus, 75
degrees in UET Narowal (UET-NWL) campus. In this event,
members of syndicate, Deans of University including Prof. Dr.
Abdul Sattar Shakir, Prof. Dr. Nadeem Feroz and Prof. Dr.
Ghulam Abbas Anjum, Registrar Muhammad Asif, Controller
Examination Muhammad Zargham Nusrat chairpersons of
academic and administrative offices with big number of
students were present.  At the end of convocation the then vice
chancellor Prof. Dr. Fazal Ahmad Khalid presented the
souvenir to honorable guests Governor Punjab and Chancellor
of University Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar, Chairman PHEC
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Nizamuddin and Chairman PEC Engr.
Jawed Salim Qureshi. g

T
HE annual convocation of the University of
Management and Technology (UMT) was held on
Tuesday. As many as 1327 students were conferred
upon degrees, gold medals, special awards and cash

prizes. Governor Punjab Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar
presided over the convocation ceremony. As per details
issued by UMT’s Department of Public Relations, 721
Bachelors, 177 Masters, 423 MS.M.Phil and 06 PhD degrees
were given away among the students. As for the special
awards and medals, this year 12 Patron’s medals, 11 Rector’s
medals, 04 Rector’s Academic Excellence Awards, 02
Khurram Murad awards 04 certificates of excellence, 02
Mrs. Sadaqat Aslam medals, 01 Mubarak-un-Nisa medal, 01
Dr. Muhammad Ahmed medal, 01 Haji Taj-ud-Din medal,
01 Khalid Saeed medal, and 01 FAST excellence award were
given away. Total 820 male and 507 female students
graduated through 16th annual convocation of UMT.

Addressing the convocation gathering, Chaudhry
Muhammad Sarwar, Governor Punjab said that the
importance of higher education could not be denied but we
also need to address the issue of 22 million children who
were out of school. He said higher education closely linked

to national economy and without focusing on university
graduates, the dream of development couldn’t be fulfilled.
The Governor said that the government was trying its best
to deliver to the nation as promised during election
campaign. He said besides education, agriculture was also
one of the priorities of the government. Paying tribute to
UMT’s founder late Dr. Hasan Sohaib Murad, Sarwar said
that he personally knew Dr. Murad who was a man of
passion, commitment and dedication. He said his sudden
demise was a great loss for the country. The governor said
the government was trying to uplift national economy by
boosting up national exports and supporting the industry
so that GST plus gets improved and our exports reach to
Euro Zone. He urged all public and private sector
universities to prepare manpower for the mega project of
CPEC which he said was vital for national development and
advancement in all sectors. 

Shading light on key achievements of the university,
Rector of the varsity Dr. Muhammad Aslam said due to
highly qualified faculty and excellent infrastructure the
university was moving toward a right direction and its
ranking had improved. g

25th Convocation of uet Lahore

PU alumni to work for
national development

T
HE grand ceremony of first ever meeting of
former graduates of Punjab University was
organized at Faisal Auditorium on Saturday in
which the alumni have pledged to contribute for

development of the country and play their role to cope with
issues being faced by the nation. 

A large number of politicians, judges, journalists,
industrialists, bureaucrats, academicians, scientists and
renowned personalities from  all walks of life participated
in the event. Former PU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Rafiq
Ahmad presided over the ceremony. Dr Mariam Zahoor,
who did her MA in Geography from PU in 1948, Allama
Iqbal’s daughter in law Justice (r) Nasira Javed Iqbal,
Lahore High Court’s Justice Ali Akbar Qureshi, PU Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr Niaz Ahmad, renowned personalities
including Qamar Zamar Kaira, Riaz Fityana, Fareed
Ahmad Pracha, Gulam Abbas, Dr Mehdi Hassan, Hafeez
Khan, Raghib Naeemi, Mujeeb ur Rehman Shami, Hafeez
Ullah Niazi, Salman Ghani, Sajjad Mir, Dr Mujahid Ali
Mansoori, Hamid Mir, Touqir Nasir, Asghar Nadeem Syed,
Amjad Islam Amjad, Dr Najma Najam, Qazi Afaq, Anwar
Rasheed, Dr Shahzad, Rasheed Loon, Shahid Salim Baig,
Ishtiaq Ahmad Khan, Dr Mahboob Hussain, G.A. Sabri
and many other prominent personalities participated in the
ceremony. 

Addressing the ceremony, Qamar Zaman Kaira said that
Pakistani nation was facing several political, economical
and social challenges. However, he said, those nations who
lack wisdom and appropriate ideological and intellectual
guidance faced debacle. 

He said that confusion over national issues was
deepening in our society too. He said that the universities
must provide guidance to our nation and we need to
progress intellectually. He said that student unions had
provided leadership to the country and now there was
need to practically restore student unions for providing
political leadership to the country. g


