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STAFF REPORT

isLAMABAD: Admission Directors of nine
Us universities visited the higher Education
Commission (hEC) and met Dr. Fateh Marri,
Executive Director, hEC and other senior
officers to discuss possibilities of institutional
agreements for admission and placement of
Pakistani scholars in the Us universities under
the Us-Pakistan Knowledge Corridor.
Dr. Marri appreciated the cooperation of Us
universities in promoting higher education
and research culture in Pakistan. he
introduced the admission directors of visiting
Us universities to the Us-Pakistan Knowledge
Corridor, urging them to explore the
possibilities of institutional arrangements to
facilitate the potential researchers in securing
admissions and get placed in in the Us
universities. he revealed that the initiative
aims to increase the number of faculty in
tertiary education institutions with highest
academic qualifications to improve the quality
of teaching and research to prepare self-
reliant, problem solving scholars.
he said hEC has been negotiating agreements
with top Us universities to achieve the targets

of placement of 1500 Pakistani students in
PhD programmes at ranked Us universities
under the Us-Pakistan Knowledge Corridor
(Phase i). he said these efforts have resulted
in partnerships and formal Documents of
Understanding (DoUs) between hEC and the
Us universities to support this initiative.
in her remarks, Ms. Noor Amna Malik,
Adviser human Resource Development,
hEC hoped that the meeting would help the
two sides understand each other and decide
the working modalities. she added that it
would further help exercise ‘match-making’
to harmonize the possible agreements
between the hEC and the visiting Us
universities with their respective

requirements. she informed the delegation
that hEC has signed Documents of
Understanding with a number of Us
universities, while DoUs with several other
universities are under discussion.
she said the main objectives of the initiative is
to enable the academically qualified 10,000
Pakistani students or faculty to pursue PhD
studies in Us universities in selected fields.
she mentioned that the initiative also aims at
training 1000-2000 potential candidates
annually for admission in Us universities
through preparatory classes for English
language and GRE under “Talent Farming
Process” as per admission requirements of Us
universities.

HEC, US varsities discuss admission,
placement of Pakistani scholars

US-Pakistan Knowledge Corridor

DANIEL CLERY 

T
his new close-up of the turbulent
boiling plasma of the solar surface is
the debut image of the largest
telescope ever built for staring at the

sun. sporting a 4-meter-wide mirror—twice
the size of any existing solar scope—and a
vantage point 3000 meters up on the summit
of haleakala on the hawaiian island of
Maui—the Daniel K. inouye solar Telescope
(DKisT) will reveal unprecedented detail of
processes that channel energy from the sun’s
interior into its atmosphere, the corona.

Researchers hope that by zooming in on cell-
like structures like those shown above—each
about the size of Texas—they can learn what
causes the sun to launch powerful flares out into
space, potentially causing damage to Earth’s
satellites, power grids, and communications.
such information could help scientists give
warnings of such events days rather than minutes

ahead. DKisT researchers also hope to finally
resolve nagging solar mysteries such as: Why is
the corona—at more than 1 million degrees C—
so much hotter than the sun’s surface, and what
launches the solar wind out into space? The

DKisT will be aided in this by NAsA’s Parker
solar Probe, launched in 2018 to dip into and
sample the sun’s atmosphere, and the European
space Agency’s solar Orbiter, launching next
month to survey the sun at high latitudes. g

World’s largest solar telescope takes its first shot

Governor Punjab Ch. Muhammad Sarwar received a souvenir from LCWU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr bushra Mirza at 3rd International Punjabi Conference. Sardar
Tahara Singh (UK) and Dr. harindar Sing (Canada) also present. The governor said “it is fun to speak Punjabi at home.” he said that Prime Minister Imran Khan
has opened Kartarpur corridor and united the Punjabis.

IT’S FUN SPEAKING PUNJABI

This is not walnut! Telescope captures close shot of sun surface. PhoTo by NASA



EDUCATIONIST.COM.PK 
February 2020

BY ASIF MURAD

E
DUCATiON is said to be the backbone of any
nation. With intimate prospect, Education is the
food of soul and mind that comprises knowledge,
integrity, skills, self-discipline and more.

Let us bother not much, give a tight glance on our own
country, Pakistan. Despite having practical consequences
of gloomy educational system sufferings from the day one
since got independence, it had yet not come out of
quandary, obstacles and different angles of uncertainty.

All political parties, when "Elections" are around the
corner, make hollow promises concerning with
education. it is unquestionable, Pakistan is still
encountering the basic needs, foundational components
of education like; Portable water, proper chairs and
furniture, efficient infrastructure, playing grounds,
science laboratories etc. But the most pertaining, need of
the hour, is the uniform education. This probably is the
most crucial factor we have neglected.

No doubt, ununiformed education system is the cause of
today's devastated condition of education sector at broader
means. however, the current ruling party (PTi) Pakistan
Tehreek-i-insaf has shown some sparks of hopes in like
manner; Federal minister for Education and Professional
Training, shafqat Mahmood earlier proclaimed that a
uniform curriculum will be introduced by March 2020 and
will come into force from April throughout country. the sole
aim for this program is to induce all the governmental,
public private schools and Madrassahs on one platform.
Apart from, Madrassahs are the actual priority of this take
thus to lead and unite them together for so.

There are around 30,000 Madrassahs in Pakistan that
are managed by Wafaqul Madaris. since students of
these Madrassahs are imparted only religious education,
they are unable to appear in examinations held by
Boards of Education. Of course, different curriculums
have divided the country's youth and only a uniform

curriculum will unite them.
in brief, the Move's needed for the amelioration of

education system and establishing a uniform education
are; there should be "A" and "O" levels system
particularly for every individual students making it
available at low expenses. since it is the international
pattern, makes it more significant to draw to. secondly,
scholarships, the brighter chance for needy and
hardworking students, must be provided to those of the
deserving students. With effective conducts from
oneself, discrimination must be rooted out from the
country when in case of education. This follows the
concept, the Rich study either abroad or in high profile
institutions. Disheartening, the Poor studies in local,
dilapidated schools.

To figure this problem out, the children of Bureaucrats,
MPAs, MNAs and government officers should go to public
sector institutions. This will generate enthusiasm and
practical implications resulting in taking discrimination out
of the boundary of educational institutions. Moreover, the
state has thoroughly overlooked the out-of-school children.
An estimated 22.8 million children aged 5 - 16 are out of
school. Although Article 25-A of constitution of Pakistan
directs that free and quality education to the children of the
age group 5 to16 years be provided, the state has not come
through the words committed yet today. is that not the
responsibility of government to place them back to schools?

Lastly, the budget for Education should be at least six
per cent. With no hesitation, the more we spend on
Education the more we get closer to a prosperous future
for our Nation. i optimistically believe the concerned
authorities would work upon the suggestions given above
accordingly and effectively and would also work with
commitment, along with sincerity. g

Writer Mr. Asif Murad Umrani is a Karachi based
resident and have a keen interest in writing on social and

political issues.
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F
EBRUARy 09 is a black day for
democracy and students when a
dictator Zia ul haq banned student
unions. Acknowledging unions’ power

to affect national politics, Benazir Bhutto in
1989 lifted ban from unions which was
challenged in the supreme Court of Pakistan
in 1990. The apex court then re-imposed the
ban in 1993 during judgment in the case of M
ismail Qureshi and others versus M Awais
Qasim, secretary general of the islami Jamiat-i-Talaba
(iJT), Pakistan (1993 sCMR 1781).

in his address to parliament after getting elected as
prime minister, yousaf Raza Gilani vowed to restore
student unions. however, his government failed to keep
the promise. Another attempt was again made by PPP in
2017 when senate of Pakistan by citing the positive role of
the unions passed a resolution for their restoration on
August 27, 2017. Later, Mr. imran Khan also vowed to
restore student union but all promises proved false.

Unions have played a very vast role in history. They have
stood against dictatorship. Unions also participated in the
creation of Pakistan. Even in india, students have recently
staged countrywide protests against Citizenship Amendment
Act. i wonder why students are being deprived of their due
right by not allowing them to form unions. Government and
universities must understand that Article 17 of the Constitution
which guarantees every citizen the right to form associations or
unions. The only condition is that such associations must not
be against “sovereignty”, “integrity”, “public order”, or “morality”
of Pakistan. No one can say that student unions are against
sovereignty. By not allowing students unions, these institutions
are violating Article 17 of constitution of Pakistan. 

Those who oppose union give only two arguments. First
is that unions have caused violence in past. if this is true,
then the question rises that why there is still violence in
universities even when union are banned. student unions
are not more violent than any association of people such
as political parties. And if some are violent, that still does
not justify imposing a ban on every single union that may
exist. if student unions were the cause of violence, then
violence in campuses across the country should have
decreased, instead it continued to exist.

The second argument against unions is that students engage
in political activities and don’t study. They must know that
world ranked Oxford University has its student unions too.

They   allow students to address the power
disparity that exists between individual students
and the university administration. it is necessary
to address this disparity. 

There was a golden time when student
unions were active in Pakistani universities.
Any student having any kind of problem
could consult union president for its
solutions. Union solved many issues of
students. But now it is lamentable that

students have to sign an affidavit before getting admission
to any public sector university. The affidavit demands
them to undertake that they will not participate in any
unions or political activities. Violating this affidavit may
cause expulsion from university.

After unions were banned, there came a culture of
harassment and blackmailing from teacher to student for
the sake of marks. There came a recession in politics. No
new leader from public could arise. Now graduates
produced by universities are extremists. They are not
aware of the culture of debate.

Unions strengthen democracy and promote the culture
of patience and debate. They also widen the exposure and
boost the confidence level of students. They defend the
rights of students. students learn to tackle the challenges
of practical life. A student brought up in the environment
of student union knows very well the value of vote. Ban on
unions has resulted in the lack of good political leadership
in the country. student unions being the laboratories of
democracy must be reinstated.

student unions are also important because they provide
future leaders. We as a nation are the slaves of a few. Our
ancestors were slaves of ancestors of Chauhdris, Makhdoom’s
and Bhuttos; we are the slaves of them and if it remains
same, our children will be the slaves of their children.

Give the students their due right. Let the culture of
slavery end. Let new leadership grow. Let the youth from
common public come and lead. since when unions have
been banned, no new political leader from a middle class
family has arisen. We can now see only Bilawal as our
leader. At the time, when student unions were active, many
leaders like sheikh Rasheed, Khwaja saad Raafiq, Liaquat
baloch, siraj ul haq, Jehangir Badar and Javed hashmi
arose from student unions. They were not the sons of a big
father. All of them arose from middle class families. 

Why not student unions?
Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Shafiq Jullandhry
Senior Executive Editor
Prof. Dr. Mujahid Mansoori, 

Editor
Shabbir Sarwar
Joint Editor

A.R. Sajid 
News Editor

Muhsen Ali
Executive Editor

Dr. Ifra Iftikhar
Assistant Editor: M Sharif Rana 

Assistant Editor: Khalid Shahzad Farooqui 
Resident Editor Boston (USA): Syed Qasim Raza
Resident Editor Germany: Muhammad Ittefaq

Bureau Chief Sheikhupura: Azhar Iqbal
Bureau Chief Gujranwala: Arsalan Mughal

Bureau Chief Sialkot: Mudassar Mehdi
Bureau Chief Sargodha: Muhammad Usman baryar

Bureau Chief DG Khan: hasnain Raza
Bureau Chief Kasur: Abid Sharif Chadhar 

Graphic Designer: Muneeb Ijaz 

Publisher and editor Dr. Shabbir Sarwar printed at
Intekhab-e-Jadeed Press, 8 Abbot Road and circulated

from 100-J Gulberg III  Lahore.
Website: www.educationist.com.pk
Email: editor@educationist.com.pk

A
LL universities of Pakistan in general and Punjab
province’s higher education intuitions in particular are
actively engaged in organizing various events including
seminars, conferences and awareness rallies these days

reflecting ‘event activism’ in the country. Daily newspapers and
news television channels and official newsletters of universities as
well as higher Education Commission of Pakistan and provincial
higher education commissions report such events on regular basis.
students who attend such events are marked as present in the
class, though often many events are irrelevant to their coursework.
Although students learn many things by attending events and one
cannot prove complete irrelevance of such activities and related
learning outcome in a society, however, most of the time such
events are aimed at personal or institutional projection only.
Through ‘event activism’ vice chancellors and hoDs try to give
message to their high-ups that they are very active and that they
fulfill their responsibilities with complete commitment and
devotion, though real commitment should have been focussed to
religiously meeting course outcome and research out.
Universities’ real job is knowledge generation through research,
especially applied research based on the problems faced by the
country. Vice chancellors, deans and senior level professors often
seen having busy schedules of attending one after another
programme or event inside and outside the campuses. Research
students are kept waiting for several weeks and months due the
busy schedule of ‘event active professors’. irony of the fact is that
we don’t have our own data for policy making and we mostly rely
on other countries and their organizations for our data. 
since deans and hoDs also have administrative workload, their
office work and students’ issues related to administration are also
ignored as they remain absent from their offices due to various
events. students visit their offices time and again just to have
signatures on applications of routine nature approvals and or to
forward applications to relevant authorities.
One must keep in mind that Oxford, harvard, MiT and other
institutions of such stature and their professors did not win acclaim
just because of organizing events frequently rather they have
remarkably served for the solution of problems faced by their
societies and international community. inventions and innovations
through applied nature research are the real contribution they made.
Today Pakistan is facing social, political, environmental, legal
economical and many other issues. The policy makers and the
government is looking towards universities to come forward with
practical solutions. Just ‘event activism’ may serve for the
personal and institutional image boosting but not for the real
contribution is linked to problem solving and working sincerely
for the national uplift. it is therefore, necessary to limit the event
organizing up to the requirements of international rankings and
to national and social needs only. The main focus should be on
achieving learning goals defined in the course outlines besides
encouraging applied research environment. A balance in all three
aspects, research, classroom activity and events can lead us to the
development road map. g

Event activism in universities
and research contribution

by M. Sharif Rana

Deteriorating education system of Pakistan
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“Today, more than ever, we are in
urgent need for universities to lead
the charge in thinking much more
openly, creatively, and ambitiously
about the challenges we face in local
communities and across the planet. 
Given the urgency, scale, and
magnitude of the challenges we
face—unprecedented numbers of
refugees across the globe, persistent
income inequality, and devastating
loss of fertile land at the same time as

exponential technological developments posing radical changes
and threats to everything from our jobs to our security to our very
own humanity—universities are best positioned to address them.
Universities must respond not only by teaching more coding, but
by thinking deeply about what makes us human—our most
cherished human traits, ethics, and values—and how we want to
evolve as a society. As institutions that have helped steer society
in the past, universities will need to provide leadership now more
than ever. This will be far more important than any short-term
fixes universities can make, such as trying to keep up with
workforce skills amid accelerating change.
higher education institutions prepare most of the professionals
who develop, lead, manage, teach and work in, and otherwise
influence society's institutions. In order to prepare the next
generation of society's leaders for a sustainable future,
universities should consider how they can serve as a model of
sustainability and teach students to be responsible citizens.
be it the training of students for responsible public discourse or
the provision of policy guidelines to governments on food security
or the inculcation of respect for rule of law in society, universities
should always lead. The University of okara is consciously and
continuously working on the models of community engagement
and knowledge societies. We keep creating and disseminating
narratives on every national and international matter of public
interest. our narratives are helping our communities and the
society at large to get sensitized on various significant issues and
this is what the real mandate of a university is or should be.”

UO Forms a Counselling Group
to Prevent Suicide Behavior

T he University of okara has formed a Research and
Counselling Group under the Social Sciences Research
Center with an aim to conduct research on the causes of

the increasing trend of suicides among youth and provide the
students with right guidance and counselling to inculcate
resilience and positive behaviors among them. highlighting the
objectives of the Group, the Uo’s Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Zakria Zakar advised the psychologists,
sociologists and experts in other social and behavioral sciences
to work together and try to engage students with the society
and social institutions.
he said, “It is the responsibility of family and educational
institutions to identify the individuals who are getting alienated
or disappointed with the system. When an individual reaches to
such a threshold, he or she may slip to uicide ideation: this is a
dangerous and alarming situation.”
Dr. Zakar also stressed the faculty members of the Islamic
Studies Department to create awareness among youth about
the prohibition of suicide in Islam and how our religion teaches
us that we should never be disappointed from the divine mercy.
The VC instructed all the faculty members to devise a
comprehensive plan to increase the resilience of our youth
by encouraging their participation in sports and other
cultural activities.

Seminar on Anti-Corruption
Awareness Held at UO

A seminar on Anti-Corruption Awareness was held at the
University of okara. The Regional Director Anti-Corruption
establishment Sahiwal Mehar Shafqatullah Mushtaq,

Assistant Commissioner Renala Ms. Qudsia Naz, Deputy Director
Anti-Corruption okara Ashfaq-Ur-Rehman Khan, Assistant
Director Anti-Corruption okara Amir Sultan Khan and Circle
officer Anti-Corruption okara Mian Nawab hussain attended the
event and appraised the students on certain initiatives of the
Provincial Anti-Corruption Department. The event was
organized by the Director Student Affairs, Dr. Shoaib Saleem. The
Additional Registrar General Jamil Asim and Resident officer
General Shahzad Ahmad were also present there.
A large number of students and media persons attended the
Seminar. In his address, the Regional Director thanked the Vice
Chancellor University of okara Prof. Dr. Muhammad Zakria Zakar
for allowing them to hold the event. he appealed to the students
to play an active role in eradicating corruption from the society by
reporting the misconducts and fraudulent activities through the
mobile application of the Anti-Corruption Department. he also
applauded the role of the regional universities in spreading
awareness to the peripheries. “If you have to change the culture
of any society, establish a university over there. Corruption cannot
be eliminated without awareness and awareness is emanated
from universities,” said Mr. Shafqatullah.
The AC Renala told that the accountability can be strengthened
if the educated youth become part of the anti-corruption
process. The Deputy Director argued that corruption is the root
cause of the all the social problems and the youth should come
up to guide the authorities through the anti-corruption drive.

Universities Must Prepare
Youth to Face Regional
Challenges: Dr. Zakar

W ITh India’s fascist policies and rising trade tensions
between China and Unites States of America, there will
unfold many challenges in the South east Asian region 

and our universities must start preparing the youth to face
those challenges as professionals in different fields, said the

Vice Chancellor University of okara while talking to the
students. he was of the view that the regional politics will
create a vacuum of power for Pakistan in the years to come and
the Pakistani youth must be prepared to fill that vacuum.
“Modi’s fascist regime may destabilize the world’s largest
democracy and may have spillover effects on Pakistan and
other regional powers. This instability syndrome may
contain various challenges and opportunities for Pakistan”,
said the VC.
Dr. Zakar further told that the human rights organization have
been condemning India’s discriminatory legislation and brazen
and ruthless high handedness in Kashmir. Resultantly, the
Indian secularism and democratic credentials stand
discredited and questioned. he argued, “Within this changing
landscape of the regional politics, Pakistan may get new
political space to assert it presence and advance its policy
options. here is the point where our universities and other
capacity building institutions must perk up the aptitude of our
youth so that they can play an active role to enchase the
situation in our country’s favor.”

UO’s Zoology Department
Holds Seminar on Corona
Virus Awareness

T he University of okara’s Department of Zoology
organized a seminar on “Novel Corona Virus
Awareness” in collaboration with the District health

Department.
The Chairman Faculty of Life Sciences, Dr. Muhammad
Wajid, District entomologist, Muhammad Iqbal Mahmood,
District Surveillance Coordinator, Dr. Muhammad Tahir
Jamal and Communicable Disease Control officer, Chaudary
Asghar Ali departed necessary information about the
precautions, symptoms and treatment of the epidemic to
the students.
The event was structured in connection with the directions
of the higher education Commission (heC). The federal
administrative body wants every university to sensitize its
students about this critical issue so that any possibility of
the spread of the disease can be curtailed.
Speaking at the opening of the seminar, Dr. Wajid told the
participants that the medical scientists and health experts
were working to find vaccine and cure of Corona Virus it would
be controlled soon. he also urged the students to sensitize
their families about the precautionary measures to avert
the disease. Dr. Jamal highlighted various symptoms of
Corona Virus and the possible harms it can do to human
body while Asghar Ali explained different methods to avoid
contact with the virus.
According to the university spokesperson, the Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Muhammad Zakria Zakar aims at
sensitizing the students on all issues of public interest so
that a healthy and educated community can be built in the
region. g

Universities Should Act as Lead Institution of Society:Dr. Zakar

by Sharjeel Ahmed

PROF. DR. MUHAMMAD ZAKRIA ZAKAR
(Presidential Pride of Performance)
Vice Chancellor, University of okara

The AC Renala, Qudsia Naz is addressing the seminar at Uo Auditorium

(Dr. Zakar is addressing to the students)

Dr. Wajid is addressing at the seminar

The VC is chairing a meeting of the Research & Counseling



ISLAMABAD: The higher Education Commission (hEC) has
announced scholarships opportunities of Fall-2020 for PhD studies in
top-ranked Us Universities under Us-Pakistan Knowledge Corridor
Project. hEC has invited applications from Pakistani, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) nationals intending to pursue PhD in the following
priority but not limited to, fields: Arts and humanities, Design and
Media, social sciences, Engineering, basic sciences, Medical and Allied
health sciences, Agriculture, Veterinary science, Computer sciences,
Emerging Technologies, Water Resources and Energy.

According to sources, the scholarships will cover living stipend,
health insurance, settlement allowance and airfare. “This is zero
tuition Model. hence, the applicants need to secure admission along
with tuition waiver from the ranked Us universities, land grant
universities or university systems mentioned on the hEC website,” the
sources added. The last date for applying in the admission is February
20. Under the project as many as 10,000 scholars will be sent to the
Us Ranked Universities till 2024 with the effort of the Government of
Pakistan to train its faculty resources in identified subject areas. g

heC to get Rs 20 billion more to
meet educational challenges
ISLAMABAD: The higher Education Commission (hEC) to get Rs
20 billion more budget from the government aimed at to invigorate
and to strengthen the higher educational institutions, besides
improving quality education across the country.

The amount will be allocated on the request of Chairman hEC Dr.
Tariq Banuri to the Prime Minister for allocation of more budgets for
various projects of higher education. Reviewing the hEC demand,
the prime minister directed to provide Rs 20 billion on urgent basis
to resolve the current issues of the higher educational institutions.

The prime minister constituted a committee under Education
Minister shafqat Mahmood to address the issues keeping in view
the resources, financial rules and regulations of the universities,
sources informed. The total allocation for hEC during the years of
2019-20 was around 60 billion which has now reached to 80
billion with allocation of new budget of Rs 20 billion, said the
sources.They went on saying that the hEC under Ehsaas
Programme, had also allocated an amount of Rs 6 billion annually
for the scholarships being provided to the 50,000 deserving
students of 117 public sector universities. g

24 NUMS students selected for
ehsaas Undergraduate Scholarships
ISLAMABAD: The institutional scholarship Award Committee
(isAC) of the Ehsaas Undergraduate scholarship Project held its
first meeting at the National University of Medical sciences
(NUMs), Rawalpindi to recommend students who applied for
the scholarships. The meeting evaluated financial needs of the
applicants, shortlisted, and recommend the students who
fulfilled the defined eligibility criteria of the Ehsaas
Undergraduate scholarship Project. Out of 100 applications
received at NUMs, 24 students, including 12 female and 12 male
students, were recommended by the Committee for the
scholarships. The selected students are enrolled in various four
and five-year undergraduate degree programmes. The Ehsaas
Undergraduate scholarship Project is the largest scholarship
project of Pakistan, which aims to provide higher education
opportunity to talented youth unable to continue their studies
due to financial constraints. The project aims at promoting
human capital investment, as it is imperative to invest in the
human capital making the youth technologically skilled to meet
the future challenges. Under the project, scholarships are
awarded to low-income students enrolled in four and five-year
undergraduate programmes. All students from low-income
families studying in undergraduate programmes in public sector
universities are eligible to apply. selection is based on need-cum-
merit, i.e., on the basis of the student’s GPA and family income
(below a maximum threshold). The scholarship covers tuition fee
and a living stipend. Fifty per cent of the scholarships will be
awarded to female students, while students with special needs as
well as those from remote and disadvantaged areas are also
encouraged to benefit from the project. g

STAFF REPORT 

ISLAMABAD: The senate standing committee on federal
education directed higher Education Commission (hEC)
to make all top heads appointments in the universities of
Khyber Pakthunkhwa (KPK) on merit. The standing
committee discussed the details of appointment of Vice
Chancellors in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Proposed PsDP by
the Ministry, Dyslexia special Measures Bill 2019, hurdles
being faced by the students of Balochistan and issues
pertaining to NChD teachers and the University of
islamabad Bill 2020.     

Chaired by senator Rahila Magsi, the meeting was
attended by senator Mushahid hussain sayed, senator
Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani, senator samina saeed,
senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi, senator Mir Kabeer
Ahmed Muhammad shahi, senator Muhammad Usman
Khan Kakar,senator Javed Abbasi and senior officers from
the Ministry Federal Education, Professional Training,
National history and Literary heritage, hEC, NhCD
along with all concerned.

The Committee deliberated over on point of public
importance raised in the house by senator Javed Abbasi
regarding “Appointment of Vice Chancellors in the
University of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The Committee directed hEC to look into the matter
and give clear cut directions that all appointments must be
done on merit.

Discussing the Point of Public importance raised by
senator Mir Kabeer Muhammad Ahmed shahi, regarding
problems faced by the students in Balochistan who were
awarded the PM scholarship Program from Balochistan’s
32 districts in 2011.   These students were admitted to well
reputed institutions, however their fees has been delayed
due to which certificates of these students have been
withheld.  he asserted that this program must be
continued for the next five years.  The Committee, directed
the Minster to look into the personally and have the fees

waived so that students are facilitated.  
Conversation over the Dyslexia special Measures Bill,

2019 moved by senator samina saeed in the senate sitting
on 06 January, 2020 took place in the Committee.
supported unanimously the Bill was approved

Discussing on the point of public importance regarding
salaries of NChD teachers, raised by senator Muhammad
Usman Khan Kakar in the senate sitting held on 06
January, 2020; the Committee was informed that the
NChD had submitted the revised PC-1 to the Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training (Feeder
Teacher salary Component), which after completing the
codal formalities at their level forwarded the PC-1 to the
Ministry of Planning, Development and Reforms in May
2019, for the period of July 2019 – December 2019. 

The program is funded by PDP since 2013 through PC-1
titled improving human Development indicators in
Pakistan (Education related) with focus on sustainable
Development Goals (sDGs), run by NChD. 

The University of islamabad Bill, 2020 was discussed in
the meeting; senator Mehr Taj Roghani and senator Engr.
Rukhsana Zuberi stressed the need for allocation of seats for
less developed areas and said that regulation must be put in
place for this.  Minister for Federal Education, Professional
Training, National history and Literary heritage, Mr.
shafqat Mehmood assured the Committee of compliance.

scrutinizing the PsDP proposed by the Ministry,
Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training,
National history and Literary heritage, Mr. shafqat
Mehmood informed the Committee that the main
objectives of development projects were to introduce a
single curriculum all over the country, increase literacy rate
and reduce out of school children, introduction of
contemporary education in Deeni Madaris, introduce skills
education, as a new stream for matriculation examination
in iC, GB and AJK, introduction a system of uniform
assessment of students at boards of intermediate and
secondary of Education and enhance learning skills of
students through introduction of technologies. g
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STAFF REPORT 

ISLAMABAD: The first meeting of the steering
Committee of higher Education Development in Pakistan
(hEDP) project was held here at hEC secretariat and
attended by members from provincial higher education
departments (hEDs), vice chancellors of different
universities and representatives of ministries. The meeting
was chaired by hEC Executive Director Dr. Fateh Marri.
Dr. Marri welcomed the members and highlighted hEDP
project objective. The steering Committee was briefed
about the background and details of the project by Mr.
Fazal Abbas Maken, Consultant institutional Reforms and
Focal Point for hEDP. it was highlighted that hEC Vision
2025 is based on Government’s Vision 2025, which aims
at improving teaching and learning along with
strengthening governance in the higher education sector.
hEDP has also been formulated to achieve the objectives
set forth in hEC Vision 2025.
he informed the members that project’s life is of 60
months. The project objectives will be achieved through

five components, which involve different sets of
development activities focusing on teaching, use of
technology, and collaboration in research.
Afterward, the component owners briefed the
Committee about the set of activities planned for the
next 18 months. The Vice Chancellors appreciated the
efforts of hEC and assured their active participation in
the project activities. The Committee approved the work
plan and operation manual with the recommendation to
involve stakeholders for developing criteria, policies,
and designing training.
The Executive Director appreciated the active
participation of the steering Committee members and
expected that the project team would be guided by the
Committee for achieving its objectives.  in his concluding
remarks, Dr. sajid Ali yousifani, Federal secretary,
Ministry of Education, and Professional Training
appreciated the launch of this project by hEC and
underlined the need for consistent efforts to ensure the
provision of quality education, through integrating
technology in teaching, learning, and research. g

HEC Vision 2025 is based on Government’s Vision 2025

HEDP project’s first steering
committee meeting held at HEC

HEC asked to follow merit in
VCs appointment

heC announces 10,000 PhD
scholarships under Pak-US
knowledge corridor
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Stakeholders Conference on
Higher Education Reforms
P

UNJAB higher Education Commission (PhEC)
invited the principals of all 773 public sector
colleges, rectors of 26 public sector universities to
a “stakeholder Conference on higher Education

Reforms” to help reformed ‘much ignored’ college sector of
the province.

The conference was aimed at garnering the constructive
feedback on issues related to quality in college education,
effective management, coordination, and government
policies on higher education. Punjab has 42 public
universities with a student enrolment of 377,039 and 773
public sector colleges with an enrollment 836,425 of
students. This shows that colleges have a significant
contribution in higher education, however, unfortunately,
this sector has remained under-attention in past.  PhEC is
focusing dedicatedly on the college education through
taking various qualitative steps in this sector as well as
providing interactive platforms for the college and
university leadership and resolve their concerns. 

Raja yassir humayun sarfraz, Punjab minister for
higher education, was the chief guest, whereas PhEC
chairperson Dr. Fazal Ahmad Khalid was the guest of
honour at the event.  

The conference was divided into two parts: (i) an
interaction session with the vice-chancellors with the
minister for higher education to discuss the expansion
and implementation of Community Colleges in Punjab,
reviewing the prevailing affiliation structure, ranking,
classification, and automation of public sector colleges in
Punjab, and (ii) a participatory session of vice-
chancellors, and college principals with minister for
higher education, chairman and DPi colleges, Lahore.
This session was highly lively and engaged college
teachers in discussion on improving the quality of higher
education at colleges. 

Raja yassir humayun while addressing the vice-
chancellors and principals said that education was the
top priority of government saying that the government
was committed to improve the quality of college
education at par with global standards by introducing
qualitative reforms in college sector. The minister
clarified the misconceptions circulating in the social
media or other public spheres related to privatization of
public sector colleges, saying that colleges offering two-
years degree programs across the province were only
being renamed as Community College, however, no
structural or administrative changes being introduced,
“No public sector college is being handed over to Board
of Governors or getting privatized. Change in
nomenclature will neither increase tuition fees nor will
affect the placement of college teachers” the minister
clarified. he added that the colleges would be affiliated
with the universities which would be responsible only in
academic matters, however, administratively colleges
would still fall under the domain of hED.

The minister further said, “public sector colleges
offering 4-year degree programs will be renamed as
graduate colleges whereas those offering two-year degrees

as community colleges”. he added at least two colleges-
one boys and one girls- in each district would be classified
as graduate colleges which would be affiliated with the
relevant district or divisional university. 

stressing on the need of the community colleges, Raja
yasser humayun said that curricula, in vogue in colleges,
were lacking skills necessary for employability in the
market, “the introduction of community colleges model
will equip students with the market-driven skills along
with theoretical knowledge which will widen the career
prospects for the students” he added.

To a question, the minister assured to empower the
principals of public colleges by increasing the funds,
providing human resources, and infrastructure in the
colleges. he added that the government had introduced
an automated, transparent and objective mechanism for
the transfer/posting. he further said that the promotion
policy of college faculty to grade 21 was also being
formulated. The minister further said that the
government was formulating policies to curb teachers’
absenteeism from colleges and unethical practice of
providing tuition services in private academies during
their college hours. “such practice of dishonesty is being
made punishable. The minster said that every effort was
being made by the government to bring a real change in
education sector, “we require your cooperation to realize
our vision to being our education at par with global
standards” he concluded.

Addressing on this occasion Prof. Dr. Fazal Ahmad
Khalid, Chairman PhEC, shared the vision, mission,
and future roadmap, saying that PhEC was aimed at
facilitating and regulating the higher education to
ensure standards, quality of education and building
institutions to promote teaching excellence, research

and innovation in Punjab.” We are committed to
increase access and ensure quality in higher education,
promote relevant research in higher Education
institutions (hEis), promote faculty development
programs, develop employability skills, ensure good
governance and strengthen industry-academia
linkages”, he stressed. “Our priorities align with the
National Education Policy 2018, and hEC policy on
access, quality, relevance, and equity”, he added

The PhEC chairman said that the college sector had
remained neglected in the past, unfortunately, “PhEC,
with the cooperation of higher Education Department
(hED), Govt. of Punjab is now paying dedicated attention
to this sector.  We are addressing their problems and the
challenges to college education and ensuring that our
college education are the hub of knowledge economy”, he
added. “The very conference aims at taking the
stakeholders on board and seek their suggestions to
improve this sector” he added. he maintained that the
future roadmap of PhEC included various new initiatives
including the establishment of new universities in the
province, Punjab Academy of higher Learning and
Research, Punjab Research Fund, training programs, and
local and foreign scholarships. The chairman concluded
his address with a saying of Quaid: “Education is a matter
of life & death for this nation.”

DPi colleges Lahore, said that the hED was committed
to complete the process of promotion of college teachers
of grade 17 by March 2020. The participants lauded the
efforts of Punjab higher Education Commission for the
amelioration of higher education standard in Punjab.
They expressed to have such interactions with the
stakeholders at regular intervals to get the issues on
ground heard, discussed and resolved. g
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The Educationist: What are your responsibilities as a
Registrar PU?

Dr. Khalid Khan: In Punjab University, the registrar is second
only to vice chancellor in terms of responsibilities. The
registrar holds such a central place that he has to correspond
and stay in touch with all other departments inside as well as
outside the varsity. he is the custodian of the Punjab
University seal. he has to fulfill all the statutory requirements
to manage the statutory bodies. he is the secretary of Senate,
Syndicate, Academic Council and Advanced Study and
Research board.

The educationist: you’ve been on this post since 2017, what
measures you have taken for the betterment of academic
governance and improvement in world ranking of the
university?

Dr. Khalid Khan: When I joined the office in 2017, the first
thing I did was the de-politicization of this seat. earlier,
there had been inequality of political involvements.
Secondly, I tried to develop a working atmosphere and by
the grace of Almighty, we have been fortunate in the
endeavour by creating an academic sphere. Thirdly, we
focused on the basic functioning of the administrative
block and tried to ameliorate its functionality; our primary
focus was hR so that those faculty members whose
promotions and selections had been pending, they could be
carried out. Additionally, we’re now focusing on our research
work. When you develop an environment that is conducive,
the research minded teachers start focusing on research. As
our research input increased, our international ranking
elevated.

The educationist: In the convocation recently held, 243
students were awarded PhD degrees. What steps has Punjab
University taken to raise this ratio?

Dr. Khalid Khan: We arranged regular meetings of Advanced
Studies and Research board where PhD theses are discussed
and approved. The ASRb has to check all the processes of
theses and despite their busy schedule, the dean and
professors invested their time in it. That’s the main reason
behind producing this many PhD scholars.

The educationist: Recently, issue of the student unions
restoration highlighted as rallies were taken out. being a
teacher and an administrator, what is your point of view
about student unions?

Dr. Khalid Khan: As far as democratic environment is
concerned, it (student unions) must be there. but the
government must look into the parameters of unions. The
question arises that would the unions still be the same
which were banned or there will be some terms and policies
devised for them. Secondly, whether these unions or
societies will only be for public sector universities or they will
work for private institutions as well because when these
unions were banned, the public and private sector
universities were at par. Therefore, the government needs to
consider all these factors while taking any decision. It should
work in a way to eradicate those political elements, which
use students as an instrument. We will follow the
government’s decision.

The educationist: In 2017, the medical university project was
announced and was supported by all three vice chancellors
appointed later. Why this project hasn’t been launched yet?

Dr. Khalid Khan: We’re done with the documentation of the
project. PU Senate has approved it. We have been in contact
with the Ministry of health. Soon, good news will be
announced. Due to certain issues of PMDC, we faced barriers
and couldn’t continue our work smoothly. As soon as PMDC
approves it, we’ll work for its inauguration.

The educationist: The government has announced
retrenchment in education budget for the year 2019 and
2020. how this decision affected the universities in general
and Punjab University in particular?

Dr. Khalid Khan: There haven’t been any immediate effect
whatsoever but research is going to be affected badly in the
long run. you see, the teachers go abroad for studies, publish
papers, attend conferences, do PhDs and return back. It
impacts the institution, classrooms and students. If we
deviate a little from that the progression of university will
slow down. Not just PU, other public universities depend upon
funding too. If the resources are controlled, the research will

lose that impact and we’ll not be at par internationally.
Pakistani universities international ranking would affect due
to budget cuts. 

The educationist: heC talked about impact factor and then it
moved on to social impact. What services have the PU
researchers rendered for the solution of problems faced by
Pakistan?

Dr. Khalid Khan: I feel that there is a blank space between PU
and governmental institutions. This gap needs to be filled by
the affiliation of both the bodies so that whenever a problem
arises, it can get resolved easily. our scholars define the area
of research autonomously and they, themselves conduct
research, which is no doubt very good, but they rarely know
about industrial issues and are scarcely linked to industries.
We have an external linkages department and its director is
working really hard to cope with these challenges. We’re in
touch with international universities as well. but, we need to
address our social issues first and induce suggestions for their
solutions. That can only result if the academia-industry and
governmental institutions are linked together.

The educationist: Though some problems arise due to
special quota for balochistan students in PU. What do you
think are going to be its short-term and long term effects
at national level?

Dr. Khalid Khan: First of all, it was a very good step on
government’s part to allow balochi students for higher study
in universities. however, at that time, their admission criteria
and policies were not formulated. had that been
administered in the very beginning, we wouldn’t have faced
such problems. balochistan’s student is an erudite. he comes
to acquire knowledge. Some students who were not
concerned with studies also invaded. They enjoyed coming
here and wasted the seats besides bringing the politics of
their area here. That created problems. Due to some
students, all the balochi students got labelled (negatively).
If we had anticipated it earlier, we would have chosen
students critically and done better for their grooming. This
year, PU took this initiative and wrote to the Govt. of
balochistan to send students from all the districts; not
merely from a particular belt. g

Govt-academia-industry link a must
for progress: Dr. Khalid Khan
PU ReGISTRAR SAyS The FIRST ThING he DID WAS The De-PoLITICIZATIoN oF ThIS SeAT

We WRoTe To The
GoVT. oF bALoChISTAN
To SeND STUDeNTS
FRoM ALL The
DISTRICTS; NoT MeReLy
FRoM A PARTICULAR
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LAHORE: Punjab University College of
Earth and Environmental sciences
Principal Prof Dr sajid Rashid has said
that Pakistan Army had played a pivotal
role in making Pakistan a safe place which
has led to promotion of tourism in the
country. he was addressing a seminar titled
“Pakistan as the Best Tourist Destination”
at its seminar room here on Wednesday.
Water, Environment and Tourism
Chairman Masood Ali Khan, Cross Roots
Bikers Club CEO Mukaram Tareen, faculty
members and students were present on the
occasion. in his address, Prof Dr sajid
Rashid said that Pakistan was the best
country in terms of tourism having all
weathers, the highest mountains, beautiful
greens, the highest border, deep oceans and
mesmerizing plateaus and plains and
Pakistan’s natural beauty was unmatched.
he said that students were being trained in
the college regarding the scope of
international tourism in Pakistan. Masood
Ali Khan said the government must
provide more funds for promotion of

tourism in Pakistan. he said that academia
and government institutions must work
together for promotion of tourism in the
country. Mukkaram Tareen said that

promotion of tourism could play an
important role in strengthening Pakistan’s
economy and highlighting positive image of
Pakistan. several documentaries were also

screened to pay tribute to the Pakistan
Army and the government for their role to
make Pakistan a safe country which was
necessary for promotion of tourism. g

Army lauded for making Pakistan safe for tourism

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Energy Dr Akhtar has said that
Pakistan has fought wars of others in the last forty years that
led to many problems which hindered smooth development of
the country and we lost our identity. he said that we needed to
re-identify our objectives in the light of teachings of Quaid-e-
Azam. he was addressing the 5th speakers Convention on
Kashmir organized by Pakistan youth Parliament at Punjab
University College of Earth and Environmental sciences
(CEEs) here on Thursday. Air Marshal (r) sajid habib, CEEs
Principal Prof Dr sajid Rashid, faculty members and a large
number of students participated in the event. Addressing the
participants, Minister Dr Akhtar Malik said that Kashmir was a
part of Pakistan and the government was making serious efforts
to resolve Kashmir issue as per the desire of Kashmiri people.
he said that Kashmir issue had been highlighted and we
expressed solidarity with our Kashmiri brothers and sisters. he
said that the international community must take serious notice
of human rights violations in india-held Kashmir. he said that
usage of the atomic bomb was not a problem but it would destroy
not only the region but the whole world. he said that we needed
to become Pakistani to resolve all our issues. he said that
hypocrisy was one of our biggest problems and we needed to clean
our hearts. Air Marshal (r) sajid habib said that talk shows were
dividing the nation. he said that Pakistan must be safe for non-
Muslims as per guidelines of Quaid-e-Azam. he said that we
must play our role at individual level to strengthen our country.
he said that there was a need to unite ourselves irrespective of our
caste, race, religion and political affiliation. “if we become a good
Pakistani, Kashmir will become Pakistan,” he added. Prof Dr sajid
Rashid said that the Muslims must create new knowledge and
regain their glory. he said that Prime Minister imran Khan had
strongly presented the case of Kashmir at the United Nations. he
paid tribute to the sacrifices of Pakistan Army. g

Fighting others’ wars
left us behind: Minister

LAHORE: speakers at a seminar have called upon the
need for meaningful inclusion of students as peacemakers
to raise awareness on the topics of peace, tolerance,
acceptance, diversity and harmony. The seminar was
organized by Punjab University College of Earth and
Environmental sciences in collaboration with Center for
health and Gender Equality (ChANGE) at Al Raazi hall.
MPA Mussarat Jamshaid Cheema, Dr. sughra sadaf, PTi’s
Jamshaid iqbal Cheema, senior media analyst salman
Abid, Registrar Dr Muhammad Khalid Khan, CEEs
Principal Prof. Dr. sajid Rashid Ahmad, faculty members
and a large number of student participated in the event.
MPA Mussarat Jamshaid Cheema said that we must make
efforts by building our capacities in particular skills
through various platforms that university life provided
and we could align our positive energies.” Prof Dr.sajid
Rashid Ahmad while addressing the participants
explained the role of students in peace building and

recalled various past interventions that have impacted the
young people in society. he stressed that young people
being the future of the nation needed to be active citizens
so that their energies could be channelized. he said that
the peace initiative aimed taking all stakeholders on board
in propagating the message of peace and social harmony.
salman Abid said that these programs helped build
leadership skills amongst students and students’
participation in such events would contribute towards
peaceful and prosperous Pakistan. Anwaar Khawar also
spoke on the occasion and gave useful suggestions to the
youth for playing their part in development of the
country. Jamshaid iqbal Cheema explained how we can
minimize and limit negativity in our surroundings to
promote the narrative of peace.  Dr. sughra sadaf while
addressing the participants urged the students to live
with some objectives that would ultimately help build
Pakistan as peaceful society. g

Meaningful Inclusion of students as Peace Makers stressed

LAHORE: Punjab University College of Earth and
Environmental sciences has organized a workshop on
“stack Particulate Matter Emissions Monitoring through
isO-Kinetic sampler (UsEPA Method-5). The workshop
was aimed at creating awareness about the smog, its
hazardous effects on human health and its remedial
measures. Keynote speaker Mr. Muhammad Azeem,
Director, Klimatech Engineering Consults, highlighted
the important aspects of smog including carbon

emissions from different sources. he also demonstrated
the students about the air emissions monitoring through
Kinetic sampler (UsEPA Methods-5). Prof. Dr. sajid
Rashid Ahmad also highlighted smog triggering factors
and their harmful impacts on human life. he further
elaborated current situation of Lahore district and gave
solutions to minimize the impacts of smog on the
community. The workshop was attended by a large
number of students, academia and professionals. g

PU CEES organizes workshop
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LAHORE: speakers at a conference on
cancer awareness have stressed the need to
create awareness among people at large for
early detection of cancer in order to save
precious lives. The session was organized in
connection with international Conference
“Research on Oncology and Cancer sciences
and Pakistan-Cancer Awareness Program
(P-CAP)” here at Faisal Auditorium. 

PU Vice Chancellor Prof Niaz Ahmad,
Member National Assembly Dr seemi
Bukhari, Prof Dr Timothy Cox from
Cambridge University, UK, Prof Dr James
shaymn from Michigan University UsA,
Faisalabad Medical University Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr Zafar Ali Chaudhry, Co-
Patron Prof Dr Arshad Cheema, surgical
Oncology society of Pakistan President Prof
Dr haroon Javed Majid, Dr Zeeshan Danish,
iCs Director Prof Dr Noshina saleem,
faculty members and a large number of
students were present on the occasion. 

Addressing the conference, PU VC Prof
Niaz Ahmad said that PU had established
Cancer Research Group under which 35
different sub groups were working to fight

the disease. he said that many patients
detected cancer symptoms when they
reached the final stage thus their survival
became difficult. he said that many lives
could be saved if cancer was detected at an
early stage. he appreciated the efforts of Dr
Arshad Cheema and Dr Zeeshan Danish for
making efforts to create awareness against
cancer. Prof Timothy Cox said that tobacco
and oral cancer in men were two of the main
reasons for premature deaths in Pakistan. 

highlighting oral cancer prevention
strategies, Prof Cox said that capacity building,
health education and oral health promotion
must be focused. he said that there should be
national cancer registry and we should involve
healthcare personnel with appropriate

training for early oral cancer detection and
referral. he also suggested girls to self-
examine and have tests for early detection of
breast cancer. he said that we required
combined cost-effective interventions to tackle
highly preventable diseases. 

Prof Dr James shaymn stressed the need
to adopt healthy lifestyle and integrated
cancer awareness strategies to cope with the
fatal disease. Prof Dr Arshad Cheema said
that every 9th woman in Pakistan would
develop breast cancer in her lifetime. he
said that lung cancer was the most common
cancer worldwide in the men. he said that
40 percent of cancer could be prevented by
not using tobacco, having a healthy diet,
being physically active and preventing

infections. he said that smoking causes
more than 16 types of cancer and every fifth
cancer death was due to tobacco. 

Prof Dr Zafar Ali Chaudhry said that
ignorance and denial were the real problems
to fight cancer. he said that we don’t need to
fear cancer as it was completely curable if
detected at an early stage. he said that
excessive use of grilled or the food cooked
directly on coal i.e. BBQ, pickle and highly
salty food, use of various colors in food, tin-
packed food, vegetables grown with polluted
water etc could cause cancer. 

MNA Dr seemi Bukhari said that the
government was giving special attention to
education and health sectors. she said that 9
new hospitals would be set up in Punjab and
efforts were being made for creating a
healthy society in Pakistan. she lauded the
efforts of the organizers for creating
awareness against cancer. Dr Zeeshan
Danish said that it was his brainchild to
launch Pakistan Cancer Awareness Program
(P-CAP) as awareness could prevent cancer
and save precious lives. Later, the
participants of the conference organized an
awareness walk against cancer from Faisal
Auditorium to Al Raazi hall. g

Awareness could prevent cancer deaths: speakers

LAHORE: On the second day of International Conference
of Research on Oncology and Cancer Sciences (IC-
ROCS)-2020 and Pakistan Cancer Awareness Program
(P-CAP), the scientists have highlighted in detail various
reasons that cause cancer in human bodies and how
various types of cancers can be treated. 
The opening session was inaugurated by Punjab
University Pro Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Saleem Mazhar
at University College of Pharmacy, Allama Iqbal Campus.
Dean Faculty of Pharmacy and Principal Prof. Dr.
Nadeem Irfan Bukhari, Prof. Dr. Khalid Hussain, Prof. Dr.
Farooq Afzal, Prof. Dr. Abul- Fazal, Shaikh Zaid Hospital
Head of Surgery and President SOS-PK Prof. Dr. Haroon
Javed Majeed, MPA Sadia Suhail, Punjab Govt’s focal
person Muhammad Madni, Dr Zeeshan Danish,
scientists, faculty members and researchers from different

institutions participated in the event. Prof. Dr. Farooq
Afzal delivered a talk on cancer care and early detection
of the disease and warned that if cancer was not detected
earlier, it could cause serious life threatening problems for
the patients.
Prof. Dr. Abul- Fazal talked about red signals of cancer
and explained that how different signs and symptoms of
the patients highlight this disease and why screening of
different body organs was important to prevent it from
spreading all over human body. Prof. Dr. Haroon Javed
Majeed said that they have regular tumor board meetings
at Shaikh Zayed Hospital where cases were presented
before multidisciplinary team of surgeons, oncologists,
radiologists and pharmacists where the best possible
strategy was advised to cancer patients. He added that
Dr. Zeeshan Danish also became the member the board

and we will get maximum benefits from his expertise to
diagnose our cancer patients in Shaikh Zaid Hospital. 
Prof Dr Saleem Mazhar said that pharmacy profession
has a great potential to grow and it was the need of the
time. He added that such healthy activities and innovative
ideas for disease awareness would surely motivate the
students to be competent pharmacists in future. He
thanked all consultant oncologists/cancer scientists and
researchers to be the part of this event and advised
young pharmacists to gain maximum learning from the
scientists who were presenting their research and shared
their experiences. The speakers also lauded efforts of Dr.
Danish to bring his idea of P-CAP in reality for spreading
awareness among general public at large and cancer
patients to save their lives. A fruitful panel discussion was
conducted to answer the questions of the participants. g

Day 2: Speakers highlight reasons to cancer, solutions
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ISLAMABAD: With the objective to broaden the exposure of
Gilgit-Baltistan students and faculty, Vice-Chancellor University
of Baltistan, skardu (UOBs) Prof. Dr. Muhammad Naeem Khan
on consecutive second year lead students and faculty delegations
to various parts of the country including President house and
various universities of the country.   
The UoBs faculty and students visited the president house and
had an opportunity to interact with the head of the state. UoBs
delegations also visited Quaid-e-Azam University islamabad,
Allama iqbal Open University islamabad,    Among other
prominent institutions, the delegations also visited home
Economics College University, Lahore and Lahore College for
Women University, Lahore.  
Dr. Naeem Khan also signed MoUs with various institutions for
academic and research collaboration. g

UoBS VC, students visits various parts of the country
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GB Youth Council organizes Seminar at Quaid-e-Azam University Islamabad
Chief Minister Gb and The Vice-Chancellor University of baltistan, Skardu graces the session

STAFF REPORT 

ISLAMABAD: The youth of Gilgit-baltistan
organized a seminar at Quaid-e-Azam
University Islamabad to infuse awareness
among the youth to play their role in nation-
building. Chief Minister hafiz hafeezur Rehman,
Vice-Chancellor University of baltistan, Skardu
(UobS) Prof. Dr. Muhammad Naeem Khan and
senators from Gb were the distinguished guests
at the seminar.
Speaking on the occasion, Gb Chief Minister
hafiz hafeezur Rehman applauded the youth
for incorporating innovative ways to share
knowledge through seminars and the likes to
educate the youth regarding their duties in
empowering the nation.
The UobS vice-chancellor admired the
organizers of the seminar for gathering the
intellectuals of Gb from varied backgrounds,
under a single roof to share their views, besides
appreciating the craving of Gb youth for

education and learning. he said that the new
generation of Gilgit-baltistan is the most
vibrant and energetic youth as compared to
their counterparts in other parts of the country.
he reiterated that the people are soaring higher
and higher in enlightenment through education
and scholarship based on their incessant efforts.
Sharing his experience in baltistan and
witnessing the love of the Gb youth for
education, he claimed that the students of Gb
were the most hardworking and determined
pupils in the academia all over the country who
really make a difference in higher education in
Pakistan. The patriotism in the youth shall play
a vital role in nation-building, and as the future
of the nation, the youth needs to play an
important role in nation bonding! The vice-
chancellor expected that the youth would
arrange such sort of constructive sessions in the
future also to keep everyone informed about
their roles and responsibilities in nation-
building. g



EDUCATIONIST.COM.PK 
February 2020 NATIONAL | 11

Continued from Page Back Page

ACCA’s presence in Davos is aimed at
attracting more interest in CPEC by global
business leaders to amplify its economic
impact for our country. ACCA has done
extensive research on CPEC in Pakistan and
has produced highly useful global thought
leadership on China’s Belt and Road initiative
in partnership with organisations such as
shanghai stock Exchange, singapore
Accountancy Commission, shanghai National
Accounting institute, Ey, Deloitte, Lahore
University of Management sciences (LUMs),
and Pakistan-China institute. 

ACCA member Kabeer Naqvi FCCA, CEO, U
Microfinance Bank spoke at a dinner organised
at the Pakistan Pavilion and focused on how
they are working towards promoting financial
inclusion in the country and making a
difference in the lives of millions of micro
entrepreneurs who did not have the
fundamental access to capital before the
development of micro-finance industry in the
country. Other speakers at the dinner included
Finance Minister Abdul hafeez sheikh, sajjeed
Aslam, head of ACCA Pakistan, and Governor
state Bank of Pakistan Reza Baqir. 

“When it comes to encouraging
collaborative action on the most pressing

issues facing our planet and all its
inhabitants, ACCA has always been at the
forefront, and leading the way. To continue
representing accountancy profession at the
global stage and sharing our rich, future-
focused insights and forward-thinking policy
recommendations, we're in Davos this week
pushing for a fairer, sustainable and inclusive
world.” – Ayla Majid FCCA, Council Member,
ACCA

With over 677 speakers from across the
globe, The World Economic Forum is one
the most popular platforms for leaders to
come together to address the most pressing
issues facing our world today. ACCA’s

presence will mean that high profile
investors are more informed on the exciting
opportunities that our economy offer and
get help in building meaningful
partnerships with key stakeholders using
ACCA’s diverse network. 

With more than 219,000 fully qualified
members and 527,000 students
worldwide, ACCA is the world’s leading
body for professional accountants which
uses its unrivalled connections across the
world to connect people with fulfilling
careers, organisations with the best
finance talent, and economies with the
ingredients for growth. g

ACCA highlights investment opportunities in Pakistan at Davos

Why not student unions?
Continued from Page 02 

in 2019, several harassment cases were observed in many
universities. What happened to the case of those innocent
girls at University of Baluchistan whose naked footages were
recorded with hidden CCTV cameras installed in washrooms
and then blackmailed by university management? i feel
ashamed to call such administration or VC a teacher, who
have also spoiled the respect of their noble profession. 

Nothing happened to the case of those students who
were expelled from a university in sindh for demanding
clean water. Not only these two there are numberless
problems faced by students and remained unsolved
because there was no platform for them to gather and
resolve the issue.  University professors say that the only
job of a student is to study. he does not need to form
unions or indulge in political activities. They forget that
teachers have their unions too, whenever they want, they
are allowed to agitate and protest and boycott classes. But
if we students protest against fee hike or lack of clean
water or mismanagement, we are accused of criminals and
troublemakers for universities. 

There are teachers who teach communication but their own
communication skills are weak. if students complain to head of
department against a teacher, the hOD does not also resolve
the issue rather the individual students are blackmailed. There
is no issue if a teacher comes late and joins in last 10 minutes of
his 1.5-hour class but if a student enters class with just 05
minutes late, he is not allowed to enter. i have personally faced
these issues. A recent incident took place at Punjab University
where the secretary of Academic staff Association declared
holiday on January 31, 2020 to as Kashmir solidarity day. i still
wonder how the secretary of teachers’ union can declare
holiday without having any privilege. Was any action taken
against that teacher? is this not misuse of power?

if talked about Punjab University, there is a common
perception that islami Jamiat Talba (iJT) has caused violence
here but it does not seem true. iJT is the only student union
which could survive even after ban. i, being a student of PU
have never seen Jamiat involved in any illegal or immoral
activity rather some ethnic councils like Pashtoon, Baloch or
Punjab council have caused violence. Councils’ activists have
also disturbed many neutral students. These councils have
distributed students on the basis of language, region or
culture thus destroying the cause of student unions while i
have seen many Jamiat activists uniting all the students. 

There is nothing wrong with student unions. What is
wrong is their misuse by political parties or the formation of
unions on the basis of language, race, creed or ethnicity.
Councils formed in the name of creed, language, cast or
ethnicity have always damaged the cause of student unions.

Another newly made student organization named ‘‘state
youth Parliament’’ is also working well. Union leader
shaheer sialvi is also facing many problems by these feudal
lords. he questions status quo. Questioning the status quo
is a crime in Pakistan.he fights for right. By writing the
book “Nazriyat” , he has also suggested amendments in
syllabus. That’s why he is being mentally tortured by many.
if union leaders are like shaheer sialvi, then why student
unions should not be restored?

students have never attacked PTV or parliament building.
it is time to work towards the restoration of student unions
by engaging all stakeholders to work for the larger benefit of
students and academic institutions and also for new political
leadership. students demand to let them grow and be the
part of politics. Being a university student, i also feel many
problems which can only be solved by student unions. Let the
youth grow and actively participate in issues related to youth.
it is tragedy that policies for youth are made by old folks.

The writer is a student of Law at University of the Punjab
and can be reached at mshareef844@gmail.com

STAFF REPORT 

LAHORE: Punjab University Pro Vice Chancellor Prof
Dr saleem Mazhar has called upon the need to provide
special facilities to the special persons and said that
those persons were actually disabled who did not take
care of special persons.  he was addressing the national
conference on Research in special Education jointly
organized by PU Department of special Education,
Punjab Welfare Trust for Disabled, Ghazali Education
Trust and Christian Blind Mission (CBM) Pakistan at
auditorium of Law College here on Wednesday. special
Education secretary syed Javed iqbal Bukhari, Faculty
of Education Dean Prof Dr Abid hussain Chaudhry,
Department of special Education Chairperson Dr
humaira Banu, CBM Country Director Farah Naz, Dr
Maria sohaib Qureshi, experts from various
institutions, faculty members and a large number of

students participated in the conference. in his address,
Prof Dr saleem Mazhar said that man was
distinguished from all other creatures due to his
knowledge and wisdom and therefore we must look
after special persons. secretary syed Javed iqbal
Bukhari said that it was our religious obligation to meet
and take care of the needs of special persons. he said
that we should get their prayers by serving them as they
were very innocent and required our attention. he said
that students should play role to create awareness about
special persons. Prof Dr Abid hussain Chaudhry lauded
the efforts of conference organizers and said that the
department was working for raising living standard of
special persons. Dr humaira Banu said that the
department was producing such teachers who could
highlight the abilities of special persons and make them
useful citizens of society. Later, souvenirs were
distributed among the guests. g

Call to provide special attention
to special persons

LAHORE: Delegates from italian
universities including University of
Palermo and Center for international
studies have visited Punjab
University and called upon Vice
Chancellor Prof Niaz Ahmad Akhter
at his office. University of Palermo
Rector Prof Fabrizio Micari, Prof
salvatore Casabona, human
Resource Manager Ms Giuseppa
Lenzo, Centre for international
studies italy Director Mr Gabriele
icovino, senior Analyst Asia Ms
Francesca Manenti, PU Pro VC Pro
Dr Muhammad saleem Mazhar,
Registrar Dr Muhammad Khalid
Khan, Director External Linkages Dr
sobia Khuram, deans of various
faculties and others were also present
on the occasion. Addressing the
meeting, PU VC Prof Niaz Ahmad
briefed the delegation about Punjab
University and said that he wanted to
promote bilateral relations among
higher education institutions of both
the countries. Prof Fabrizio Micari
said that there should be exchange of
teachers and students and the

universities of both the countries
must collaborate in research and
other academic areas. The delegates
also visited institute of

Administrative sciences, institute of
Business Administration and College
of Art and Design. Later, PU VC
presented souvenir to the guests. g

Italian delegations visit Punjab University
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hiNA officially booted up its Five-
hundred meter Aperture spherical
radio Telescope (FAsT) over the
weekend, even though construction

wrapped in 2016 and the telescope has
already produced several incredible findings.

Located in the remote Pingtang County in
Guizhou, China, the now fully operational
telescope has set a new record for the largest
single dish radio telescope in the world,
reports Jennifer Leman for Popular
Mechanics. (The next largest radio dish is at
the Arecibo Observatory in Puerto Rico,
which is known for finding pulsars, mapping
planets, and starring in the 1995 James Bond

flick GoldenEye.) The diameter of FAsT’s
dish measures nearly half a kilometer and is
made up of more than 4,400 aluminum
panels which are tilted and turned by about
2,000 mechanical winches.

Because of this, it’s also the most sensitive
radio telescope in the world—2.5 times more
sensitive than any currently operating radio
telescope. This means it’ll be able to probe
the deepest, darkest corners of the universe.
FAsT is part of the Breakthrough initiatives
program, an international cooperation
between telescopes in the U.s., Australia, and
China, which aims to search for signs of alien
civilizations in the universe.

FAsT has been in final tests for three years,
and it has already spotted 102 brand new
pulsars, a type of rotating neutron star that
emits a twinkling flash of electromagnetic
radiation at regular intervals. it also
registered a number of fast radio bursts,
fleeting pulses of radiation emitted from
distant corners of the universe. in september,
Nature News reported that the telescope
passed a series of performance assessments
and was given the green light by the Chinese
government.

The telescope will be tasked with tracking
gravitational waves as the zoom toward
Earth, exploring the atmospheres of distant

exoplanets, and measuring even more of
these mysterious fast radio bursts. Most
notably, researchers hope the telescope will
finally pinpoint signs. g

NEWS IN   PICS

MoU between School of Cyber Science and technology, bei-
hang University (bUAA), China and National Cyber Security

Delegation of Gilgit baltistan, comprising 32 Students and 8
Faculty members, visits NUST h-12 Campus as part of Knowl-
edge exchange Programme for youth of Gilgit baltistan.

Palermo University Delegation Visits National University of
Technoogy

UeT Lahore alumni office organizes alumni reunion 2020

Ue VC Dr. Talat Naseer Pasha attendes the ceremony of Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) at PheC. The MoU signed by
Chairman PheC Prof. Dr. Fazal Ahmed Khalid and Ceo, QAS
Foundation Mr. Qasim Ali Shah to promote professional training.

China’s Big Boy telescope is finally ready to spot aliens in space

Punjab Minister for higher education Raja yasir humayun along with GCU VC Prof. Dr. Asghar Zaidi presents a souvenir to cricketer Saeed Ajmal
at the unveiling of University Super League Trophy. Secretary higher education Punjab Sajid Zafar Dall is also present. 

UNIVERSITY SUPER

s
ENiOR representatives from ACCA (the Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants) are in Davos
promoting investment opportunities in Pakistan in
emerging sectors such as shared services and

outsourcing, pushing for sustainable business practices, and
focusing on the value of the accountancy profession in
Pakistan and beyond at the World Economic Forum’s Annual
Meeting, 21—24 January 2020 in Davos, switzerland. 

ACCA’s head of Pakistan, sajjeed Aslam, Global head of
public affairs, Anthony Walters, Council Member Ayla
Majid FCCA, senior ACCA member Kabeer Naqvi FCCA,
and the CEO of its Approved Learning Partner, TMUC,
Chaudhry Faisal Mushtaq Ti are among the key profiles
representing ACCA, in addition to partner employers from
Pakistan, including the Founder of Akhuwat Foundation,
Dr Amjad saqib, Wajid Mirza, Partner, Arthur Lawrence,
and irfan Muneer, Director, Din Leather (Pvt) Ltd. 

ACCA’s head of Pakistan, sajjeed Aslam is building
conversations at various events in Davos-Klosters
elaborating Pakistan’s potential for becoming a hub of global
outsourcing and shared service Centres, as well as sharing
the exciting economic opportunities resulting from the
ongoing and planned projects under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

sajjeed emphasised that Pakistan is home to 4th fastest
growing freelance community, and we have we’ve the 6th
largest pool of engineers, finance professionals trained on
global standards, and talented iT experts positioning
Pakistan perfectly for becoming a hub for shared services. 

At the main event of World Economic Forum Annual
Meeting, ACCA’s global Council Member from Pakistan and
newly appointed Board Member, Ayla Majid FCCA is
scheduled to moderate a high profile panel discussion on
global risks and environmental challenges under the theme

‘how to save the Planet’ featuring contributions from global
leaders. The highlight speakers under this theme include
Justin Trudeau, Angela Merkel, Christine Lagarde, Deepika
Padukone, and Greta Thunberg. sweden’s Foreign Minister
Ann Linde, Alison Martin, CEO, Zurich insurance Group,
Eric Parrado, Chief Economist, inter-American
Development Bank, Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, VC - Board of
Trustees, WEF, and salvador Gomez-Colon, Founder, Light
and hope for Puerto Rico are among the panellist who will
be answering Ayla’s questions on climate change and
sustainable business practices. Ayla Majid FCCA is part of
World Economic Forum's Global Future Council on Energy
and has written extensively on renewable energy and
environmental sustainability. 

in addition to engagements at the main event, ACCA is
participating at the Pakistan Pavilion set up by the Pathfinder
Group and Martin Dow. Under the leadership of ikram
sehgal and Ali Akhai, Pakistan Pavilion is hosting influential
world leaders and policy makers and engaging them on
numerous forwarding-thinking conversation themes,
including Prime Minister imran Khan. 

“Pakistan has all the right ingredients to become a hub of
global trade, innovation and entrepreneurship. We have the
best talent in accountancy and finance. And as a nation we
have an appetite for entrepreneurship and growth that bodes
well for the future. b. With foreign investment in CPEC
projects and global brands setting up their shared service
centres in Pakistan, we can surely enter an unprecedented era
of economic uplift. For that to happen, we need strong
presence in platforms like WEF pushing the accountancy
profession and Pakistan’s case, and the role of Martin Dow
and Pathfinder group is highly appreciable.” – sajjeed Aslam,
head of ACCA Pakistan 

ACCA highlights investment
opportunities in Pakistan at Davos

CoNTINUeD oN PAGe 11


